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	Title:  Creating Percussion                                 
 Lesson #1
	Grade 9
AMC 1O, Music For Creating

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Music is organized sound.
The “Elements of Sound” are: Pitch, Duration, Intensity and Timbre.
Music is made up of independent parts that compliment each other.
Music can be made with conventional as well as “found” instruments.


	1. What is “music”? 
2. When is a period of time “noise” and when is it “music?”
3. Where do musical ideas come from?
4. How do musical ideas “develop?”
5. How is “improvisation” different from “composition?”
6. Is it possible to describe the sounds we hear?
7. Are some sounds necessarily “musical” and others “non-musical?”

	Curriculum Expectations
	Learning Goals

	A1. The Creative Process: apply the stages of the creative process when performing notated and/or

improvised music and composing and/or arranging music;

A1.1 apply the creative process when performing notated and/or improvised music.

A2. The Elements of Music: apply elements of music when performing notated and improvised musicand composing and/or arranging music;
A2.3 apply the elements of music related to concepts appropriately when composing and/or arranging simple pieces of music.

B1. The Critical Analysis Process: use the critical analysis process when responding to, analysing,

reflecting on, and interpreting music;

B1.2 identify and describe the use of elements and other components of music in a variety of selections, including their performance repertoire

B3. Skills and Personal Growth: demonstrate an understanding of how performing, creating, and critically analysing music has affected their skills and personal development;

B3.1 identify and describe how the study of music has contributed to their personal growth 

B3.3 identify and describe some of the interpersonal skills and work habits that contribute to the successful completion of individual and collaborative musical tasks

C1. Theory and Terminology: demonstrate an understanding of music theory with respect to concepts of notation and the elements and other components of music, and use appropriate terminology relating

to them;
C1.1 demonstrate an understanding of the elements of music, particularly through practical application and aural recognition, and use appropriate terminology related to these elements

C1.2 demonstrate an understanding of, and use proper terminology when referring to, fundamental

concepts associated with notation

C1.3 reproduce or identify accurately, from notation and/or listening, simple melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic examples

	 (Unpacked Expectations)

At the end of this lesson, I can:

· demonstrate rhythmic patterns and apply differing timbres to rhythmic patterns;

· improvise over repeating rhythmic patterns;



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Teacher Resource 1 Diagnostic Activities


Terminology

Pitch - range

Duration – sound (notes) and silence (rest)

Timbre - Colour, register, 

Intensity-Dynamics

Envelope (attack-sustain-decay)

Overtones – harmonics

Articulation

Rhythm (beat-subdivision)

Polyrhythm

Found Sound/Found Instruments
	Materials

Assorted demonstration percussion instruments

Assorted materials for making “found sound instruments”

Watch a video on the “found percussion” troupe, STOMP at www.YouTube.com
After classroom activities, if time permits, watch a documentary profile of STOMP, also at www.YouTube.com

Teacher Resource 2 Starter Rhythms for Percussion Improvisation
Students improvise their own rhythmic patterns above those given. (use is optional if other rhythmic patterns are available)

Notes, Activities, Resources using Body Percussion
Notes on Co-operative Learning strategies
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	Minds On                                                   Approximately 15 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Group Activity
Watch Video 1: An Introduction to , STOMP
Teacher Prompts:

Was this “music?” (Yes)

Did you see any musical instruments? (All the “found” objects became instruments used in organized sound)

Were the people working separately or together? (Individual parts within an integrated whole)

Did the people all play the same part or did different patterns fit together? (Together)

What elements of performance did you notice? (Instrumental performance and choreography)

Think-Pair-Share   If the class was to create a percussion piece like STOMP, what might we use as our instruments?

After classroom activities, if time permits, watch a documentary profile of STOMP, also at www.YouTube.com



	Hyperlink: 

Think-Pair-Share 
Learning Styles (1)

Learning Styles (2)

Articles on Learning Styles
Visual: add colour to the rhythmic patterns, by phrase, section, etc.

Sequential: have students create their own sequences of the starter rhythm patterns.

Kinesthetic: Add physical movement to the rhythmic improvisations.

Assessment for Learning Have the group take a moment to explore the elements of sound just using their two hands (clap, tap, pat, rub, pop, etc.)

Just using two hands, make a rhythmic pattern on an even beat.

(clap, snap, rub, tap, etc., creating contrasting pitches, timbres, intensities).

Go around a Round Robin circle again, with each person playing their pattern while the group quietly keeps the pulse. 

Look for: capacity for rhythm, sensitivity to timbre and intensity, inventiveness, an ear for colour and contrast.

Assessment as Learning:

Perform Call and response rhythms. Subdivide a steady beat into equal parts, from 1 to 8.

Exemplar rhythmic phrase using/practicing these subdivisions.

Hyperlinks in Lesson
Teacher Resource 1 Diagnostic Activities



Teacher Resource 2 Starter Rhythms


	Action!                                                       Approximately 45 minutes
	

	Whole Group Activity
Action 1 – Start the Rhythm!

Look around your classroom for “found instruments” such as those used by members of STOMP. Select one and explore the sounds it contains and the sounds it can make.

Activity A: Improvise using the “starter rhythms” provided in Teacher Resource 2 Starter Rhythms.  Discover as many different ways to “play” your instrument as you can to get the greatest variety of pitch, timbre and dynamic as possible. 

Activity B: Form three groups or groups of three and divide up the “starter rhythms” as ‘low-medium-high’ or ‘1-2-3’ and work at keeping your part even and consistent.

Activity C: Learn the “starter rhythm” patterns. Have the large group repeat a pattern while a solo student improvises. 
Variants: The class may create a form by sequencing the patterns. There may be a different student soloist for each new pattern of the sequence.

Action 2 – Group Composition

1. My Two-Sound Rhythm Pattern

Select a “found” instrument from the room (ruler, paper, chair, etc.) Take a moment to find at least two contrasting sounds for each of the parameters of sound, e.g. Pitch (high-low), Duration (short-sustained), Intensity (loud-quiet), Timbre (pure-noisy/complex).

2. Find a Place in the Rhythm

One person will set a slow, but very steady beat. In turn, each person will add just one note somewhere between the beats, and repeat it in exactly this place with every beat. No two people may occupy the same place between the beats, so that everyone must find their own place and keep it.

	

	Consolidation                                           Approximately 15 minutes
	

	Pairs Activity

Exit Card: Graduation: Eye and Ear

Divide into pairs, A and B. A claps* a solid 4/4 rhythm for two bars; B claps back only bar 2 and improvises another bar. A then claps back only the second bar of B’s pattern and adds another improvised bar, and so on. 

This may be done with the whole class

*Instead of clapping, A could play the rhythm on found instruments. B would then repeat the rhythm and timbral chan
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