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	Title:  Exploring Sound                                 

Lesson #2
	Grade 9
AMC 1O, Music For Creating

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Music is organized sound.

Music is made up of independent parts that compliment each other.

Music can be made with conventional as well as “found” instruments


	1. What is “music”?
2. When is a period of time “noise” and when is it “music?”

3. Where do musical ideas come from?

4. How do musical ideas “develop?”

5. How is “improvisation” different from “composition?”

6. Is it possible to describe the sounds we hear?
7. Are some sounds necessarily “musical” and others “non-musical?”

	Curriculum Expectations
	Learning Goals

	A1. The Creative Process: apply the stages of the creative process when performing notated and/or improvised music and composing and/or arranging music 
A1.1 apply the creative process when performing notated and/or improvised music.

A2. The Elements of Music: apply elements of music when performing notated and improvised music and composing and/or arranging music;

A2.3 apply the elements of music related to concepts appropriately when composing and/or arranging simple pieces of music.

B1. The Critical Analysis Process: use the critical analysis process when responding to, analysing,

reflecting on, and interpreting music;

B1.2 identify and describe the use of elements and other components of music in a variety of selections, including their performance repertoire

B3. Skills and Personal Growth: demonstrate an understanding of how performing, creating, and critically analysing music has affected their skills and personal development;

B3.1 identify and describe how the study of music has contributed to their personal growth (including the development of their values), their ability to express themselves, their awareness of the aural world around them (both human-created and natural), and their awareness of others

B3.3 identify and describe some of the interpersonal skills and work habits that contribute to the successful completion of individual and collaborative musical tasks

C1. Theory and Terminology: demonstrate an understanding of music theory with respect to concepts of notation and the elements and other components of music, and use appropriate terminology relating

to them;

C1.1 demonstrate an understanding of the elements of music, particularly through practical application and aural recognition, and use appropriate terminology related to these elements

C1.2 demonstrate an understanding of, and use proper terminology when referring to, fundamental

concepts associated with notation

C1.3 reproduce or identify accurately, from notation and/or listening, simple melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic examples

	 (Unpacked Expectations)

At the end of this lesson, I can:

· identify the elements of sound in the environment;

· label the sound qualities of various instruments;

· sustain listener interest through manipulating the elements of sound;

· use sound to improvise contrasting thematic soundscapes;



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

In Lesson 1, we experienced the sound and rhythm world of STOMP, where we created a music of rhythm and timbre using found instruments.

In this lesson, we listen carefully to the world around us. All sounds in a place are a part of its soundscape. We can describe all sounds in terms of the Elements of Sound.

In order to explore sound, we are going to use found instruments, which are any and all objects that can make sound.

Terminology

Elements of Music
Pitch - range

Duration – sound (notes) and silence (rest)

Timbre - Colour, register, 

Intensity-Dynamics

Envelope (attack-sustain-decay)

Overtones – harmonics

Articulation

Rhythm (beat-subdivision)

Polyrhythm

Found Sound/Found Instruments

Improvisation

Structured improvisation
	Materials

Assorted demonstration percussion instruments

Assorted materials for making “found sound instruments”

The World Soundscape Project
Background information on the Canadian project that alerted the world to the concept of “noise pollution.”

Sound Around You
A global soundscape map, pictures, recordings and information. Upload your own recordings of various environmental soundscapes.

Soundscape Studies
Soundscapes and Noise Pollution

http://medlibrary.org/medwiki/Soundscape
Teacher Resource 3 Graphic score no. 1 



 HYPERLINK "Lesson%202%20-%20format%20fixes/amc_9_lsn2_TR4_graphic2.pdf" 

Teacher Resource 4 Graphic Score no. 2



 HYPERLINK "Lesson%202%20-%20format%20fixes/amc_9_lsn2_TR5_graphic3.pdf" 

Teacher Resource 5 Graphic Score no. 3 



Teacher Resource 6 Sound cards
Teacher Resource 7_paprikakingSM
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	Minds On                                                     Approximately 15 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	In Groups of 4

In order to awaken your senses, in your classroom, or somewhere in the school, perform the following task:
1. Be perfectly still for one minute. Listen to their sound, colour and pattern.  
2. After this minute, make a list of all the sounds that you heard. 

Teacher look fors: capacity to perceive and recall sounds.
Each group will now re-create their soundscape using only your voice to imitate the sound environment. They may work from their list and may choose to draw graphic symbols to “capture” each of the items on the soundscape list.


	Hyperlinked 

Exemplars:

Teacher Resource 3 Graphic score no. 1 



 HYPERLINK "Lesson%202%20-%20format%20fixes/amc_9_lsn2_TR4_graphic2.pdf" 

Teacher Resource 4 Graphic Score no. 2



 HYPERLINK "Lesson%202%20-%20format%20fixes/amc_9_lsn2_TR5_graphic3.pdf" 

Teacher Resource 5 Graphic Score no. 3 



Learning Preferences

Visual

Use props or costume to enhance your improvisation

Sequential

Take the listener on a “tour” of your “place,” revealing it in a series of logical steps.

Kinesthetic

Use movement/choreography as part of your improvisation.
Assessment as Learning 
– students will explore various applications of sound structures and assess their effectiveness in matching the action of the film. 

Assessment for learning 
-Look at the Graphic Score examples provided in the resources here.
Have each group make a one page graphic score of their “Where Are We?” composition.



	Action!                                                         Approximately 45 minutes
	

	Large Group Activity

We will now extend this awareness of sound to the creative task of composing a soundscape of an imaginary place. Here the students must be realistic, in terms of sounds consistent with a specific environment, but must also be inventive regarding the diversity, detail and overall construction of their improvised composition.

Where are we? 

Divide into groups of 4-6. Each group is assigned an environment that the group must create a soundscape for without the use of text. (Places such as: supermarket, bus stop, zoo, beach, etc.) There should be background, middle ground and foreground sounds to create a sense of space. This will be a structured improvisation, which means, the group creates a plan for their composition (either verbally or on paper) but leaves the actual details of performance to time of the performance itself.

Group Composition

1. Select a “found” instrument from the room (ruler, paper, chair, etc.) Take a moment to find at least two contrasting sounds for each of the parameters of sound, e.g. Pitch (high-low), Duration (short-sustained), Intensity (loud-quiet), Timbre (pure-noisy/complex).

	

	Consolidation                                              Approximately 15 minutes
	

	Exit Card

Remember or imagine the following sounds. Perform the sounds in your mind.

Now describe them in terms of the Elements of Sound.

Source

Pitch

Duration

Intensity

Timbre

Door Creak

Cat Purr

Foot Stomp

Drop Coins

Ball bounce

Car Passing
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