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	Title:  Rhythmic Notations                             
Lesson #4
	Grade 9

AMC 1O, Music For Creating

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Music is organized sound.
Music/sound notation is both a record of events and a set of instructions to inform performers of your intentions.
Music creation is enhanced by the ability to notate musical ideas. Once musical ideas are notated, they can be extended, varied, and developed.


	1. What is “music”? 

2. When is a period of time “noise” and when is it “music?”

3. Where do musical ideas come from?

4. How do musical ideas “develop?”

5. How is “improvisation” different from “composition?”

6. Is it possible to describe the sounds we hear?

7. Are some sounds necessarily “musical” and others “non-musical?”

	Curriculum Expectations
	Learning Goals

	A1. The Creative Process: apply the stages of the creative process when performing notated and/or improvised music and composing and/or arranging music 

A1.1 apply the creative process when performing notated and/or improvised music.

A2. The Elements of Music: apply elements of music when performing notated and improvised music and composing and/or arranging music;

A2.3 apply the elements of music related to concepts appropriately when composing and/or arranging simple pieces of music.

B1. The Critical Analysis Process: use the critical analysis process when responding to, analysing,

reflecting on, and interpreting music;

B1.2 identify and describe the use of elements and other components of music in a variety of selections, including their performance repertoire

B3. Skills and Personal Growth: demonstrate an understanding of how performing, creating, and critically analysing music has affected their skills and personal development;

B3.3 identify and describe some of the interpersonal skills and work habits that contribute to the successful completion of individual and collaborative musical tasks

C1. Theory and Terminology: demonstrate an understanding of music theory with respect to concepts of notation and the elements and other components of music, and use appropriate terminology relating

to them

C1.1 demonstrate an understanding of the elements of music, particularly through practical application and aural recognition, and use appropriate terminology related to these elements

C1.2 demonstrate an understanding of, and use proper terminology when referring to, fundamental

concepts associated with notation

C1.3 reproduce or identify accurately, from notation and/or listening, simple melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic examples

	 (Unpacked Expectations)

At the end of this lesson, I can:
· hear, read and write beats and subdivisions of beats;

· subdivide a beat into 1 to 6 equal parts;

· I will be able to create and maintain the performance of a rhythmic pattern within a polyrhythmic ensemble.



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Music notation is based upon the time grid of an even pulse. Sound events are then positioned in reference to this pulse and then synchronized with each other.

In order to notate sound, the ear must be able to perceive the relationship between the pulse and the musical event.

Terminology

Elements of Music
Pitch - range

Duration – sound (notes) and silence (rest)

Timbre - Colour, register, 

Intensity-Dynamics

Envelope (attack-sustain-decay)

Overtone Series – harmonics

Articulation

Rhythm (beat-subdivision)

Groove
Polyrhythm
Found Sound/Found Instruments
Motive (or motif)

	Materials

BLM  2Rhythm Grid



Assorted demonstration percussion instruments

Assorted materials for making “found sound instruments”
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	Minds On                                               Approximately 15 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Individual Activity

1. Say the following well-known tongue twister:

How much wood could a woodchuck chuck if a woodchuck could chuck wood?

2. Now clap the beat while you say the words. How many times did you clap? (7) Do you feel there should be a beat rest after the final word?

3. Make each clap a quarter-note beat: Now write down the rhythm of this tongue twister.
	Assessment for DI

Count quarters in 4/4 time (1, 2, 3, 4, etc.)

Have everyone count aloud while you clap a rhythm. Now have the class count as they clap back this rhythm. 

Did all parts of the rhythm occur on the counts? 

Did some fall in-between?

Count eighths in 4/4 time (1+2+3+4+)

Count outloud again while clapping. What was on the beat, what was off the beat?  

Can you think of ways we could write that rhythm down?

Locate the beats and remember where the other sounds fit in relation to the beat.

Use the BLM 2 Rhythm Grid 

	Action!                                                   Approximately 45 minutes
	

	Group Activity

Get Your Groove On

1. In 4/4, create a one-bar rhythmic pattern for your found instruments that uses only quarter notes/rests. Play it as a group. Write yours down so that you won’t forget it.

2. In 4/4, create a one-bar rhythmic pattern for your found instruments that uses only eighth notes/rests. Play it as a group. Write yours down so that you won’t forget it.

3. In 4/4, create a one-bar rhythmic pattern for your found instruments that uses only sixteenth notes/rests. Play it as a group. Write yours down so that you won’t forget it.

STOMP Piece No. 1: Create a form where Groups A, B and C play alone and/or together.

(e.g. A, C, B, C, A+C. A+B, B+C, A+B+C.)

This activity may be done in three GROUPS and/or in three SECTIONS, depending on the number of students and their preparedness levels.

Here’s where you put your grooves together!

Three groups of 4-6 students form:

Group A: Low Instruments. Find a way to combine your bars to create one four-bar pattern: this will be your group’s pattern.

Group B: Medium Instruments. Find a way to combine your bars to create one four-bar pattern: this will be your group’s pattern.

Group C: High Instruments. Find a way to combine your bars to create one four-bar pattern: that will be your group’s pattern

Now that each group has a four-bar pattern, create a group piece that combines the groups into a musical form, as indicated

[Groups A, B and C play alone and/or together.

(e.g. A, C, B, C, A+C. A+B, B+C, A+B+C.)]

STOMP Piece No. 2. Create a form where Groups 1, 2 and 3 play alone and/or together.

(e.g. 1, 2, 3, 2, 1+3, 1+2, 2+3, 1+2+3.)

Three groups of 4-6 students form

Part 1 Quarter Note/Rest Patterns, Low Instruments

Part 2 Eighth Note/Rest Patterns, Medium Instruments

Part 3 Sixteenth Note/Rest Patterns, High Instruments

Part 1: Low Instruments. Select from your quarter-note/rest bars from “Minds On” to create one four-bar pattern: that is your group’s pattern. Notate your group’s pattern as your score.

Part 2: Medium Instruments. Select from your eighth-note/rest bars from “Minds On” to create one four-bar pattern: that is your group’s pattern. Notate your group’s pattern as your score.

Part 3: High Instruments. Select from your sixteenth-note bars from “Minds On” to create one four-bar pattern: that is your group’s pattern. Notate your group’s pattern as your score.
	

	Consolidation                                       Approximately 15 minutes
	

	Individual / Group Activity
Can you ‘Poly-rhythm?’

Set up an even beat counting from 1 to 6 evenly.

a) accent every 6th beat, which means: on each #1;

b) accent every 5th beat while counting from 1 to 6, thus: 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6, etc.;

c) accent every 4th beat while counting from 1 to 6, thus: 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6, etc.

Divide the patterns among three groups.  Have each group use a found percussion instrument with a distinctive timbre or pitch, and put your patterns together.

How would you write out each pattern in standard notation?

( extension: Make things a little more interesting by creating a simple rhythmic motif within your count pattern, such as:

1 2+ 3 4 5+ within the every 5th beat pattern, thus:

1 2+ 3 4 5+ 6+ 1 2 3 4+ 5+ 6 1 2 3+ 4+ 5 6, etc.)
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