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	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	The Critical Analysis Process guides students to describe, analyze and interpret the music. 
Song lyrics can be inspired by conflict.
	Is the Critical Analysis Process being used to describe, analyze and interpret the music? 

How will the music and song lyrics guide the students to understand that conflict is inspired by lyrics?


	Curriculum Expectations 
	Unpacked Expectations

	B1. The Critical Analysis Process: Use The Critical Analysis Process when responding to, analysing, reflecting on, and interpreting music; 

· B1.2 listen in a purposeful way to music used in a variety of commercial and/or corporate applications, and describe and reflect on their responses to and interpretation of the music; 

B2. Music and Society: demonstrate an understanding of the function of and social/cultural influences on music; 

· B2.2 analyse factors, including social and cultural factors, that influence the creation and consumption of music; 

B3. Skills and Personal Growth: demonstrate an understanding of how performing, creating and critically analysing music has affected their skills and personal development; and 

B3.1 demonstrate and assess how the study of music has affected their personal growth and values, their expressive capabilities, and their understanding of others, particularly within the context of the workplace and their daily life.
	Learning Goals
At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: 
I can:   

· describe, analyze and interpret music; and 

· work with the lyrics of the music to understand how song lyrics can be inspired by conflict.

	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness 

An understanding of initial reaction and cultural context within The Critical Analysis Process  

An emerging understanding of how song lyrics can reflect conflict 

Terminology 


	Materials 

BLM 4 Conflict Songs of the 21st Century Assignment. 

12 Great Songs about Genocide  

Links to websites for conflict songs of the 21st Century 

http://www.usatoday.com/life/music/news/2006-06-29-iraq-music_x.htm 

http://prettymuchamazing.com/mp3/prolifics-10-best-protest-songs-of-the-21st-century 

http://www.musicradar.com/news/guitars/top-10-protest-songs-of-the-21st-century-161696 



	Title:    Conflict Songs of the 21st Century      
Lesson 3           
	Grade 12                  

AMU 4E, Music

	Minds On                                             Approximately 20 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Popcorn a list of conflicts that have occurred in our society since the year 2000. 

(War in Afghanistan, 9/11, Iraq Conflict, Chechen War, Congo War, Darfur Conflict, Israel-Gaza Conflict, Israel-Lebanon Conflict, Somalia War, Fatah-Hamas Conflict etc.) 

Share and post the learning goals for the lesson: 
I can:  
· describe, analyze and interpret the music; and 

· work with the lyrics of the music to understand how song lyrics can be inspired by conflict.
	The popcorn activity is an opportunity for the students to link music with other subject areas in the school. 

  

N.B. Please be aware that many song lyrics include inappropriate lyrics.  Ensure that you have established a “comfort level” for the selection of music.   

Assessment for Learning (AfL) 

Teacher feedback and clarification of the learning goals during Minds On and Action. 

Popcorn Activity  

  

Assessment as learning (AAL) 

Class Discussion 

Journal Entry 

  

Assessment of Learning (AOL) 
Conflict Songs of the 21st Century Assignment 

Journal Entry 

  

  

Differentiation (DI) 
Vary the amount of time and support  depending on student need. 



	Action!                                                Approximately 90 minutes
	

	Groups 
Students (groups) will research one song (written since 2000) that reflects one of the above conflicts and complete the BLM 4 Conflict Songs of the 21 Century Assignment 
"Let's Impeach the President" - Neil Young 
"Final Straw" - R.E.M. 
"The Day After Tomorrow" - Tom Waits 
"When the President Talks to God" - Bright Eyes 
"Heard Somebody Say" - Devendra Banhart 
"16 Military Wives" - The Decemberists 
"From Her Lips to Gods Ears (The Energizer)" - Against Me 
"World Wide Suicide" - Pearl Jam 
"Loose Lips" - Kimya Dawson 
"Intervention" - The Arcade Fire 
"2 + 2 = 5 (The Lukewarm)" - Radiohead 
"Capital G" - Nine Inch Nails 
"Leaders of the Free World" - Elbow 
"How Can A Poor Man Stand Such Times and Live?" - Bruce Springsteen 
"Cunts Are Still Running the World" - Jarvis Cocker 
"Bushnomics" - Talib Kweli And Cornel West 
"What if We All Stopped Paying Taxes?" - Sharon Jones and the Dap Kings 

"If I Had a Rocket Launcher" - Bruce Coburn 
Presentation 
Groups will present their assignments to the class including a recording (or  video) of the song.

	

	Consolidation                                    Approximately  30 minutes
	

	Whole Class> Check for Understanding 
Continue to discuss the lyrics and their ability to effectively express the emotions and messages of conflict.  Confirm the students’ understanding of the learning goals. 

Expand the conversation to include cultural context. 

Have students create a Journal Entry responding to the following questions: 

· Have our current views of war changed the lyrics of the songs?  

· What is the role of government?  

· What impact do you feel these songs have on our society’s views on war?
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