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	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	The Critical Analysis Process guides an informed response to music 

Song lyrics can be inspired by conflict. 

The Creative Process guides musical composition. 


	Is The Critical Analysis Process being used to express an informed point of view when listening to music and analyzing lyrics? 

How will the music and song lyrics guide the students to understand that the lyrics are inspired by conflict? 

How will we use The Critical Analysis Process to inform our use of The Creative Process? 

Can co-constructed criteria for assessment be developed and used to guide composition? 


	Curriculum Expectations
	Unpacked Expectations

	A1. The Creative Process: apply the stages of The Creative Process when performing music, composing and/or arranging music, and engaging in musical productions;
                A1.1 apply The Creative Process when performing music and composing and/or arranging music; 
B1. The Critical Analysis Process: use the critical analysis process when responding to, analysing, reflecting on, and interpreting music;
                    B1.2 listen in a purposeful way to music used in a variety of commercial and/or corporate applications, and describe and reflect on their responses to and interpretation of the music; 
B2. Music and Society: demonstrate and understanding of the function of and social/cultural influences on music; 
                 B2.2 analyse factors, including social and cultural factors, that influence the creation and consumption of music; 
B3. Skills and Personal Growth: demonstrate an understanding of how performing, creating and critically analysing music has affected their skills and personal development; and 
                      B3.1 demonstrate and assess how the study of music has affected their personal growth and values, their expressive capabilities, and their understanding of others, particularly within the context of the workplace and their daily life.

	Learning Goals

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: 
I can:   

  

  

· express an informed point of view when listening to music and analyzing lyrics; 

· work with the lyrics of the music to understand how song lyrics can be inspired by conflict; 

· use The Creative Process in creating song lyrics; and 
· make artistic decisions for a composition based upon co-constructed criteria. 

	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness 

Lesson 1-4 background in the The Critical Analysis Process . 

Familiarity with The Creative Process.

  

Each student has brought in one song with lyrics that reflects conflict and/or a social issue. (See Lesson 4 Consolidation) 

  

Terminology 


	Materials 

  

12E CA L5 TR1 T-Chart Graphic Organizer 

12E CA L5 TR2 Co-constructed Lyric Writing Techniques (Sample)
12E CA L5 TR3 CAP Rubric 

Link to Lyric Writing Website:  
Songwriter Exercises, Lyric Writing Basics, Musician Tips and Q&A
Link to Ontario Arts Council: 

http://www.arts.on.ca/Page631.aspx
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	Minds On                                             Approximately 60 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Think Pair Share 

In a Think Pair Share students examine the song and lyrics they have brought in using the TR1 T-Chart Graphic Organizer.  Depending on class size and time, students may share the songs and findings with the whole class. 

  

Share and post the learning goals for the lesson. 

I can:  

· express an informed point of view when listening to music and analyzing lyrics; 

· work with the lyrics of the music to understand how conflict can be reflected in song lyrics; 

· use The Creative Process in creating song lyrics; and 

· make artistic decisions for a composition based upon co-constructed criteria. 
	The Think Pair Share will allow the students to study the effectiveness of song lyrics. The idea in this activity is to allow the students to begin to think about the specific devices that writers use to create effective lyrics.  In many ways, this is a brainstorming activity to understanding poetic devices.  Ultimately, the goal is to prepare the students to create their own lyrics. 

  

Assessment for Learning (AfL) 
Teacher feedback and clarification of the learning goals during Minds On and Action. 

Think Pair Share 

TR1 T-Chart Graphic Organizer 
  

 Assessment as learning (AAL) 

  

Think Pair Share 

TR2 Lyrics Writing Techniques (sample).  

Assessment of Learning (AOL) 

TR3 Critical Analysis Process Rubric 

Journal Entry 

  

 Differentiation (DI) 

Vary the amount of time and support  depending on student need. 

  

The TR2 Lyrics Writing Techniques (sample) contains specific poetic devices.  Teachers will need to determine the students’ readiness for these devices.  The important aspect of this activity is that the students create and understand the techniques on their own terms, not the memorization of “hyperbole”. 



	Action!                                                 Approximately  90 minutes
	

	Whole Class>Discussion>Co-constructing Criteria for writing successful song lyrics. 

Display and play one song from the previous activity as a model for the lyrics they will be analyzing.  Prompt students to critique the lyrics using the ideas they generated in the T-Chart Activity. 

Discuss how the lyrics were inspired by the conflict. (e.g. – how do artists use descriptive words, imagery, metaphor etc.)  Co-construct a list of TR2 Lyrics Writing Techniques (sample). 

Ask the students to revisit and analyze the song they brought in based on the co-constructed writing techniques.  Provide opportunities for students to share their observations and revise the co-constructed success criteria. 

Independent Work>Creating Lyrics 

Have students explore and experiment with writing lyrics based on a conflict or social issue. 

This activity could simply be a one-class experimental activity or could lead to a unit on song writing using The Creative Process.  (Consider inviting a local singer/songwriter into your class to do a workshop on writing a class song on a social issue.  The Ontario Arts Council has a roster of artists who are subsidized to do school workshops. (http://www.arts.on.ca/Page631.aspx)
	

	Consolidation                                    Approximately  60 minutes
	

	Whole Class> Sharing Song Lyrics 

Have students share the lyrics they have created in an informal setting.  Invite the class to provide feedback on the success of the lyrics based on the co-constructed success criteria. 

Have students create a Journal Entry discussing the effective of The Critical Analysis Process in the context of this unit and possibly applications in other areas. 

Add the "informed point of view" stage of The Critical Analysis Process to the Anchor Chart. 
A Critical Analysis Process Rubric can be used to evaluate achievement in this unit.
Extension  
Invite a singer/songwriter into the class to write a class song based on a social issue.  
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