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	Title:   How do music elements          Lesson #4
communicate mood?        Approx. 120 minutes
	Grade 4 Unit

O Canada, and Lands Beyond



	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	A song can be a powerful, unifying factor at an event, transcending to become a symbol for a cause.

A performer makes expressive choices to create a mood and communicate a message to the audience.


	How does a particular piece of music, e.g., “We Shall Overcome” represent important historical events?

How do different performers’ voices and expression affect the message of a particular song?

How do the elements of music combine to give a song a sense of exalted mood?  

Why has this song become a symbol for a particular cause?

	Curriculum Expectations                                          Unpacked Expectations

	C2:  Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing:  apply the critical analysis process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences.

C2.1:  express detailed personal responses to musical performances in a variety of ways.

C3:  Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts:  demonstrate an understanding of a variety of musical genres and styles from the past and present, and their sociocultural and historical contexts.

C3.2:  demonstrate an awareness, through listening, of the characteristics of musical forms and traditions of diverse times, places and communities.
	Learning Goals

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: At the end of this lesson I can:  

· identify how  a performer uses the music elements to  communicate a message and create a mood
· understand how a piece of music becomes important to a community
· respond to different performances of a song in a variety of ways, (e.g., journal entries or drawings).

	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

knowledge about slavery in North America, and the subsequent civil rights movement

Teacher Resource 4 Historical Context

sing a folk song (e.g., “Great Big Sea”) and discuss the qualities of a folk song

Terminology 

exalted

slavery

segregation

civil rights

(http://dictionary.reference.com/)

Music

folk song

elements: timbre, rhythm, melodic movement, dynamics, tempo

(www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html)
	Materials

Several YouTube clips:

· “We Shall Overcome” - Martin Luther King, Jr.  (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=130J-FdZDtY). This lasts 2.27* [this format indicates time] and is a compilation of slides of King and his supporters, with the text of the speech—no music.
· Joan Baez - “We shall overcome” (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQiIZXkt2RM)

           This is Baez at Woodstock, 4.24.

· Pete Seeger – “We shall overcome” (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhnPVP23rzo)Pete Seeger solo and some audience participation, video is lyrics only, 4.47.

· Mahalia Jacskon Live late 1960’s “We shall overcome” (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmR1YvfIGng) This is Jackson in a church setting, with organ accompaniment, 6.24.

· LBJ - We Shall Overcome  (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKDVNSpsBZE ). This is footage of a formal address of Lyndon Johnson’s with a choral version of “We Shall Overcome”. .53. 

· New Orleans – “We Shall Overcome”  (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POx4hpuTzXI) This is footage of post-Katrina New Orleans, with We shall overcome as the music.  4.52)

· Bruce Springsteen-Hope for Haiti Now - We Shall Overcome (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HtC_NIBXrH4) Live benefit concert fundraising for victims of the Earthquake in Haiti, Jan. 2010. 2.54

Song:  “We Shall Overcome”; download at: www.musicnotes.com/sheetmusic/scorch.asp?ppn.
Teacher Resource 4 Historical Context
Teacher Resource 5 Comparing Versions
Teacher Resource 7 Rubrics-Journal Response and Presentation for Peers (Lesson 4)
Teacher Resource 8 Co-constructed Checklists-“We Shall Overcome” Presentation (Lesson 4)
Any library material on Martin Luther King, Jr. and the civil rights movement.

Coleman, E. (1998). To Be a Drum. Park Ridge, IL: 

     Albert Whitman. ISBN-13: 978-0-8075-8007-3



	Minds On                                           Approximately  20 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Group

Write the names:  Martin Luther King, Jr. and Rosa Parks on the board.  Teacher Prompt:  What do you know about these people?  

Why are they famous?

View the Martin Luther King, Jr. YouTube video. 

Use the strategy, Think/Pair/Share: and think of 3 important ideas heard in the video about Martin Luther King, the civil rights movement, or the meaning of his speech.

Pair up with another student and share ideas. Choose one idea to share with the whole class. 

Teacher records as many ideas as possible, and posts the list.  

Paraphrase the information from Teacher Resource 4 Historical Context, creating a word wall list of important words, e.g., slavery, segregation, Civil Rights movement.

Encourage students to think beyond the civil rights movement to circumstances in their lives, and the lives of others. 

Teacher Prompt:  Look at the list of ideas. How do you feel about what you saw in the video? Do you know of any circumstances in your own or others’ lives that connect to the ideas shared? How do they connect? What can be done about them?


	Teacher Tip:  
Prepare YouTube 

material to assure accessibility

Differentiation (DI)

Students may provide an oral response to assignment #1, or responses could be scribed.

Student may discuss or visually demonstrate their personal life 

event with teacher, rather than create a product.

Personal Life Event.



	Action!                                                 Approximately 90 minutes
	Assessment for Learning (AfL)
Teacher assesses students’ responses

Teacher Resource 7 Rubrics-Journal Response (Lesson 4)
Assessment of Learning (AfL):

Teacher assesses students’ responses

Teacher Resource 7 Rubrics-Journal Response and Presentation for Peers (Lesson 4)
Assessment for Learning (AfL):

Co-construct a checklist with students;  teacher assesses students’ responses

Teacher Resource 8 Co-Constructed Checklists-“We Shall Overcome” Presentation (Lesson 4)


	Whole Class  

Play the YouTube video:  Joan Baez, Woodstock version, of “We Shall Overcome”.

Teacher Prompts:  Using the strategy, Think, Pair, Share have students consider:  What connections between this song and Dr. King’s words did you hear? Why is this connection important?  

e.g., King’s words are reflected in the song. What is the style of the song and the singing?  (folk song)

To compare each version of the song, prepare a chart on the board, or chart paper listing the elements being focussed upon, e.g., Teacher Resource 5 Comparing Versions
Sing the song “We Shall Overcome”, and create a class description of the rhythm and melody of the song. Add to the top of the chart.

Partners Activity

Play two more versions of the song, by singers, Pete Seeger and Mahalia Jackson.  Have students, in pairs, discuss how the elements are used. Share ideas and add to the chart. 
Individual Activity - independent

Have students listen to the 3 performances (Baez, Seeger, Jackson) again, orally compare the distinctive voices of the singers.

Teacher Prompt: How are the 3 voices different? How does the timbre of the voices change the communication of the message?
Have students write a response in their journals about the effective communication of the performances.

Teacher Prompt: Choose the version you believe best reflects and communicates Dr. King’s words through the music. Support your answer with music vocabulary. Hint:  use the class-developed chart!   
Whole Group/Partners 

Play YouTube videos:  LBJ “We Shall Overcome”, New Orleans “We Shall Overcome”, and Bruce Springsteen “Hope for Haiti Now”. 

Add ideas about how the elements of music are used in these listening/viewing examples to the class chart.  

With partners discuss and share ideas about the song:

Teacher Prompts: How has the song transcended one event and become attached to other important events? Why? What do you think the word ‘exalted’ means?  e.g. to raise high, elevate, lift up How has this song become ‘exalted’ or ‘elevated’? Why? What elements of music give this song a sense of exalted mood?  (e.g., elements of music plus circumstances surrounding the song) 

Add ideas to the class chart.
Create a class example of a current event of this type, where students suggest items for a short script that can be read while “We Shall Overcome” is played as background, or sung along with the script.  This could be done in conjunction with the homeroom teacher. 
Individual Activity - independent

Students find an event in their own life—either one they have experienced personally, or one they know of—and create a response to that event which uses the song “We Shall Overcome” as the musical focus or support. 

Brainstorm with students a variety of ways to express their ideas with the music, e.g., video, slide show, visual art piece, comic strip, movement piece

Teacher Tip:  Students could choose a piece of poetry, a story, or a legend that they could combine with the song “We Shall Overcome”. 

	


	Consolidation                                     Approximately  10 minutes
	Assessment of Learning (AoL):

Teacher assesses students’ responses

Teacher Resource 7 Rubrics-Journal Response (Lesson 4)


	Consolidation

Exit Pass:  as students leave the room, their ‘exit pass’ is to respond to the questions about the experiences in the lesson(s):  What was one thing you learned about music that you didn’t know before? What was something that surprised you? Why is the song “We Shall Overcome” an important song to you?


	


