Name: ______________________________ Homeroom: _______


Teachers, before you copy this booklet for your students...

⬰ Have you read the GPS Overview?

⬰  Have you taught these students before? If not, please take the time to work with your students to determine their strengths and needs before deciding which tasks will be appropriate. 
⬰ You may want to take a few tasks from the grade 6 vocal program that relate to the elements and warm-ups to use them as an assessment tool. This will give you a better understanding of what your students are capable of doing vocally.
⬰  Do your students have an understanding of how to use their voice effectively?  Have they sung before and are they aware of vocal hygiene?  
⬰  If you have taught these students before... go through the entire program task-by-task to confirm that the sequence and challenge level of the tasks is appropriate.  

Refer to the Q and A section of the GPS Overview. 
⬰  Have you gone through the appropriate start-up steps with your students?  For example; explaining Daniel Levitin’s Six Categories of Songs – see “The World in Six Songs” Chart, reviewing the Elements of Music (see Appendix 3), the Creative Process and the Critical Analysis from the Arts Curriculum (2009). 

⬰ Do you have a song that you would like all the students to analyze (perhaps a school song or a song you think is important)?  Should it be added to the playlist?
⬰  Do you need to reduce the number of tasks?  If so, how will you need to change the evaluation by term? 
⬰  Have you read the Pause and Ponder for this grade? These are important questions that you should consider before teaching each task.

⬰  The Recorder GPS task progression chart is available by clicking here. You can see how these tasks align with and can support the Grade 7 (Year 1) Recorder GPS Tasks.
⬰  There is a sample rubric that could be used for all vocal performance tasks.
If you have questions, please contact: 
Jennifer Stacey: j.staceymusic@gmail.com or Lynnette Charters: lcharters@rogers.com
GPS Task Evaluation Chart
TEACHER REFERNCE

Grade 8 Vocal

	Tasks

(Completion of “X” task number equals “Y” %)
	Term 1 (September to February)
	Term 2 (February to June)

	1
	48%(R)
	25% (R)

	2
	52%
	28%(R)

	3
	55%
	32%(R)

	4
	58%
	35%(R)

	5
	62%
	38%(R)

	6
	65%
	42%(R)

	7 
	68%
	45%(R)

	8 
	68 -72% 
	48%(R)

	9   (taught to)
	72 - 75%
	52%

	10 
	75 - 78%
	55%

	11
	75% or higher 
	58 %

	12
	80% or higher
	62%

	13
	90% or higher
	65%

	14 
	
	68%

	15
	
	68 -72% 

	16 
	
	72 - 75%

	17
	
	75 - 78%

	18  (taught to)
	
	75% or higher 

	19
	
	80% or higher

	20 
	
	90% or higher


The quality of each task is as important as the quantity of tasks, therefore the marking system allows for the use of a rubric to assess the students. The above chart suggests a range of percentage marks that can be used in conjunction with the following rubric. 

Tasks 19 to 20 serve as extensions and culminating activities which encompass the concepts learned or introduced in Tasks 1 to 18. What you should teach are the 18 tasks by the end of the year.

GPS (Grade Performance Steps)
 The Road to Musical Success!

Grade 8 Performance Tasks
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Ontario Music Educators’ Association
                                                                         www.omea.on.ca
GPS Intermediate Vocal Rubric

	Skills
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Vocal Production            and                           Melody
	♪ Limited control over vocal sound and tone.         ♪ A few notes are sung accurately.                     

 ♪ Minimal evidence of musical phrasing.         
	♪ Some control over vocal sound and tone.                     ♪ Some of the notes are sung accurately.                                     ♪ Some evidence of musical phrasing.             
	♪ Consistent control over vocal sound and tone.                                       ♪ Most of the notes are sung accurately.

♪ Musical phrasing is evident.                                    
	♪ Student has automatic and thorough control over his/her vocal sound and tone.                                     ♪ All of the notes are sung accurately.

♪ Musical phrasing is consistent.                       

	Rhythm, Beat                                         and                             Tempo
	♪ Limited rhythm is correct.                                 ♪ Beat is steady for a limited time.                  
♪ Limited appropriateness of tempo.
	♪ Some of the rhythm is correct.                                                                                          ♪ Beat is steady some of the time.
♪ Somewhat appropriate tempo.
	♪ Most of the rhythm is correct.

♪ Beat is steady most of the time.

♪ Tempo appropriate most of the time.
	♪ All of the rhythm is correct.

♪ Beat is steady all of the time.

♪ Tempo consistently appropriate.

	Expression and Interpretation
	♪ Limited awareness of song's expressive quality.                                     ♪ Minimal evidence of the song's style, meaning or purpose.
	♪ Some awareness of song's expressive quality.                                     ♪ Some evidence of sensitivity to the style of the song and what the song is trying to communicate.
	♪ Considerable use of expression.                                ♪ Considerable evidence of meaning or purpose of song and its style.
	♪ Very expressive.                        ♪ High degree of sensitivity to the meaning or purpose of the song and its style.


Remember that with the GPS tasks:

· You will be reviewing the “Focus” concepts in class;
· You will have time in class to practice and receive feedback from your teacher and classmates;
· You will have multiple opportunities to demonstrate these tasks;
· You need to demonstrate at least a Level 3 performance. Your teacher will talk with you about the GPS Intermediate Vocal Rubric and what a Level 3 demonstration would sound like; and
· In order to be successful, you will need to work independently in class, and outside of class time (recess, lunch, after school and practice at home).
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1. YOU HEAR IT EVERYDAY  


FOCUS: PERSONAL RESPONSE








LEARNING GOAL: You will be listening to five or more versions of “O Canada” and choosing which one you like the best.

MINDS ON!  
There are certain songs that help you feel like you belong to a group or a community. The song could be a favourite song you and your friends listen to, a team song, or a national anthem. According to Levitin (2008) in The World in Six Songs, these songs are called Friendship Songs (see Appendix 1 and Task 2 for more information about Friendship Songs).

We play “O Canada” in the morning to help students feel like they are part of their school, community and country. When you listen to “O Canada” in the morning, are there some versions you like better than others? Do some versions make you feel like you belong and others versions turn you off? Is it important for people to feel they belong to a community or country?

                                                                                     [image: image1.png]
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Why I Chose This Version

CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to fill in the first row of your playlist. Explain in the spaces provided the theme of the lyrics and any information about the song that you think is significant. Show your teacher your playlist, your explanation for choosing the version, and the lyrics/sheet music that you will need for the next task.

	
	Song Title and Genre
	Artist and Year
	Message in the Lyrics
	Significant Information/Reasons for my Choice
	Six Songs Category*

	1
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	

	6
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My Playlist

*Six Songs category choices are Friendship, Joy, Comfort, Knowledge, Religion, and Love.
Reference: Levitin, D. J. (2008). The World inSix Songs: How the Musical Brain Created Human Nature. New York: Dutton.

	
	Song Title and Genre
	Artist and Year
	Message in the Lyrics
	Significant Information/Reasons for my Choice
	Six Songs Category*

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Six Songs category choices are Friendship, Joy, Comfort, Knowledge, Religion, and Love.
Reference: Levitin, D. J. (2008). The World in Six Songs: How the Musical Brain Created Human Nature. New York: Dutton. 

2. HOW DID THEY DO THAT? 


FOCUS: ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS









LEARNING GOAL: You will listen to your chosen version of “O Canada” and using the elements of music (See Appendix 2), you will describe what the instruments and/or vocals are doing.

MINDS ON!  
“Music does bring people together. It allows us to experience the same emotions. People everywhere are the same in heart and spirit.” 
John Denver

A Friendship Song (re: Six Songs – the last column on your playlist and Appendix 1) is a song that brings people together. A Friendship Song could be the song you and your friends sing together all the time, a work song, sports anthem or a national anthem that helps bigger groups of people feel like they belong. Another term for this is “social bonding”.
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For a song to be successful as an anthem, it should be easy to sing (predictable). The lyrics should create a positive image and build people’s spirits. The music should enhance the meaning of the lyrics.

Canada’s Anthem – Does it Work for You?

CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to define an anthem or Friendship Song for your teacher. You will also show/play for your teacher the version of “O Canada” that you have chosen, describe how the music relates to the lyrics, and explain your thoughts on how well this version works as an anthem.


3. LET’S HEAR YOU! 

       FOCUS:  VOCAL / EXPRESSIVE EXPRESSION










LEARNING GOAL:  You will use and explore how you can use your voice (i.e., use dynamics, tempo, timbre, articulation also known as expressive elements or controls) to create your own version of “O Canada”.

MINDS ON!  
“The singer has everything within him. The notes come out from his very life. They are not materials gathered from outside.”

Rabindranath Tagore
For many, the voice is the most expressive of all musical instruments. How would you use your voice to create a feeling of belonging when singing “O Canada”?


CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to show your teacher your notes and perform your version of “O Canada”. You will need to 

explain why you decided to use the expressive controls you selected.
4. THIS IS ME! 




FOCUS: PERSONAL RESPONSE









LEARNING GOAL: You will look at the lyrics and music of the songs on your Grade 7 Playlist to find a song that expresses who you are and/or what you are feeling.
MINDS ON!  
“Music is your own experience, your thoughts, your wisdom. 
 If you don't live it, it won't come out of your horn.”

Charlie Parker

In the last three tasks, you looked at anthems or Friendships Songs – songs that bring people together and also represent groups of people. As soon as you hear a team song, you know what team it is. In this task you are going to choose a song that best represents who you are.  It may be a Friendship Song or it might be one of the other songs from the Six Songs chart. 
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This is Me!

CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you must fill in the This is Me! section of this task and explain to your teacher why the song you have chosen is your anthem. You will need to show your teacher the music, guitar tabs with lyrics or the lyrics sheet of your anthem. 


5. THIS IS ME!  PART II



FOCUS: ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS










LEARNING GOAL:  You will listen to the instruments and vocals of your song to discover how the instruments and vocals use the expressive elements of music to enhance or support the meaning of the lyrics.

MINDS ON!  
“Music isn't just learning notes and playing them. 

You learn notes to play to the music of your soul.”
Katie Greenwood
The song you chose has meaning for you. It represents who you are. What is the message of the lyrics?  What do the vocals and instruments do to help communicate the message of the lyrics?

This is Me! Part II

CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to show your teacher the music, guitar tabs with lyrics, or the lyrics sheet where you have made notes about what the instruments are doing and what is happening with the vocals. You will also explain how the instruments and vocals reflect the meaning of your song and therefore reflect who you are. You will use this information in your next task.

Congratulations! You have reached your first GPS marker – NORTH!

Ask your teacher how you are to acknowledge this accomplishment on your GPS task tracker!       

WAY TO GO!!

6. LETS HEAR WHO YOU ARE! 

FOCUS: VOCAL / EXPRESSIVE ELEMENTS









LEARNING GOAL:  You will demonstrate an understanding of how to use your voice expressively (i.e., using expressive controls: dynamics, tempo, timbre, articulation) to communicate your thoughts and feelings.

MINDS ON! 
“Music is one of the ways we can achieve a kind of shorthand
to understand each other.”
Yo Yo Ma
Songs can be a way of expressing who you are – your thoughts and your feelings.

Think about the song you chose in Task 4. Think about what you would like people to know about you and this song. Let them hear it!
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This is me

CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to show your teacher the song sheet you have made with your notes written on it and the summary that you wrote for this task. You will perform your version of your song for your teacher and explain why you decided to use the expressive controls you have selected.
7. DO YOU HEAR WHAT THEY ARE SAYING?
 FOCUS: POLITICAL FACTORS 










LEARNING GOAL: You will learn how people use music to change the world.
MINDS ON!  
 “The songs that stick with us the longest are generally songs about overcoming struggle – the moments when the world is quietly hoping for change, 
but one single folksinger has the nerve to stand on a stage,
 open their mouth,  and sing out against injustice.”

Kim Ruehl
Songs and music can be a powerful way to send a message. Songs are often used to encourage people to take a stand on an issue and join together to make a difference.  These songs would also be considered Friendship Songs. Their purpose is to unite people for a cause; e.g., social justice, caring for the environment. 

Find a song that makes you think about an issue or cause that you think is important.

WHAT THEY ARE SAYING?
CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to show your teacher your playlist with your song listed and your message on this page.

8. MUSIC CAN MAKE A CHANGE

FOCUS: ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS









LEARNING GOAL: You will examine how musical elements can help support the meaning of the lyrics.

MINDS ON!  
 “It is impossible to ever imagine a popular social movement
 without music at its heart and soul.”
Bob Rae


MUSIC CAN MAKE A CHANGE
CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to show your teacher the written section of this task and your lyric sheet with your notes on it.


9. LET’S HEAR WHAT YOU BELIEVE!
                    FOCUS: VOCAL / EXPRESSIVE

                                                                                                         ELEMENTS










LEARNING GOAL: You will demonstrate an understanding of how to use your voice expressively; i.e., using expressive controls: dynamics, tempo, timbre, articulation, to communicate your thoughts and feelings.

MINDS ON!  
"Music can change the world, because it can change people." 
 Bono, U2

In the last task, you listened to how the singer(s) used expressive elements to help convey the message of their song. How would you sing the song to express your feelings about the message?

[image: image4.wmf]
CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to sing the song you have chosen in Task 7 for your teacher. Be prepared to show your notes from Task 8.

10. LISTEN UP WORLD! 



FOCUS: PERSONAL RESPONSE









LEARNING GOAL: You will use music to make a statement about an issue you think is important.

MINDS ON!  
“Music can change the world.”
Ludwig Van Beethoven

This Is Important To Me

CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to show your teacher the ‘This Is Important to Me’ section of this task, the music sheet, lyrics and guitar tabs or the lyrics sheet and the filled in section of your playlist.

Congratulations! You have reached your second GPS marker – EAST!

Ask your teacher how you are to acknowledge this accomplishment on your GPS task tracker!       

WAY TO GO!!

11. LISTEN UP WORLD! PART II 

FOCUS: ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS








LEARNING GOAL: You will use music to make a statement about an issue you think is important.

MINDS ON!  
“Ah, music. A magic beyond all we do here.”
 J. K. Rowling
In previous tasks, you have analyzed how musicians use expressive elements to support the lyrics and to create a stronger message. In this task, you will describe what the vocal(s) and instruments are doing, what expressive controls are being used, and how they support your issue.


How the Song Supports My Issue

CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to show your teacher the description above and your lyrics with your observations.
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12. LET’S HEAR YOU! PART II

FOCUS: VOCAL / EXPRESSIVE ELEMENTS









LEARNING GOAL: You will continue to experiment with your voice and how you can use expressive elements to support what you are expressing.

MINDS ON!  
"Music is so important. It changes thinking, 
it influences everybody, whether they know it or not.”

Irving Berlin

CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to explain to your teacher how this song relates to your issue, and then sing it using expressive elements to support your ideas.

13. LET’S COMPARE!



FOCUS: COMPARE AND CONTRAST










LEARNING GOAL: You will compare and contrast two songs.

MINDS ON!  
“The history of a people is found in its songs.”

 George Jellinek 

Do all protest songs sound the same? Wouldn’t that get boring? In this task, you will compare the songs from Task 7 and Task 10 to see what is the same and what is different.


CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to show your teacher the completed Venn diagram and be able to explain your observations or notes.



What I Noticed When I Compared the Songs
14. LEAN ON ME! 




FOCUS: ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS 











LEARNING GOAL:  You will listen to “Lean on Me” to see if can be used as a Friendship Song.

MINDS ON!  
“Sometimes in our lives we all have pain
We all have sorrow
But if we are wise
We know that there's always tomorrow.”
Bill Withers
The song,” Lean on Me”, composed by Bill Withers, has often been used as a song to bring people together. Why do you think people use this song? What musical elements does it have that are similar to your findings in Task 13?

CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to show your teacher your lyric sheet with your observations.

15. LEAN ON ME!  PART II


FOCUS: PERSONAL RESPONSE



LEARNING GOAL: You will use your critical thinking to decide why people would use “Lean on Me” as a Friendship Song.

MINDS ON!  
“If there is a load you have to bear
That you can't carry
I'm right up the road
I'll share your load if you just call me.”
Bill Withers

Now that you have listened to and analyzed “Lean on Me”, do you think this song is a good Friendship Song?  If so, why? If not, why not?


Lean on Me

CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to show your teacher the above summary and your lyric sheet with your observation.

Congratulations! You have reached your third GPS marker – SOUTH!

Ask your teacher how you are to acknowledge this accomplishment on your GPS task tracker!       

WAY TO GO!!
16. LET’S HEAR YOU! PART III

      FOCUS: VOCAL / EXPRESSION ELEMENTS
LEARNING GOAL: You will continue to experiment with your voice and how you can use expressive elements to support what you are expressing.

MINDS ON!  
“I write and sing about whatever I am able to understand and feel.”
Bill Withers

Which friends would you include if you were to sing “Lean on Me” as a Friendship Song?  What is it about these friends that makes you feel like they are part of your group?  

CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to sing, “Lean on Me”, for your teacher.

17. LET’S HEAR YOU!  PART IV

             FOCUS: VOCAL /

                                                                                        TEXURE / HARMONY











LEARNING GOAL: You will experiment with adding texture to a song by singing with a partner(s) in a call and response pattern or by singing an echo or harmony part.

MINDS ON!  
“I decided that I wanted to sing and I spent about two or three years 
exploring the kinds of singing I wanted to do.”
Bobby McFerrin
To add texture to a song, people will add extra vocal parts. The parts can include call and response, echo parts or sometimes different notes can be sung at the same time to create harmony. It takes practice to sing your own part when someone is singing another part. 

If you have never sung harmony before, it is best to begin with songs that use a call and response or echo part. For example: “Yes We Can” by will.i.am, “Twist and Shout” by the Beatles, “Day-o (The Banana Boat Song)” by Harry Belafonte, “Where Did Our Love Go?” by The Supremes.


CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you and your partner will need to sing your song for your teacher.

18. NOW, IT’S YOUR TURN! 




FOCUS: COMPOSING

LEARNING GOAL: You will create your own lyrics to a song from your playlist.

MINDS ON!  
“There’s nothing that can’t be done, if we raise our voice as one.”

Michael Jackson

This year you have been analyzing how musicians use the elements of music to express ideas and bond people together. In this task, you and your friends will write lyrics to express your own thoughts. If you play an instrument and would like to write your own song with lyrics and melody, feel free to do so.


CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you will need to show your teacher the completed lyrics or song.
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19. LET’S HEAR YOU! PART V

FOCUS: VOCAL / EXPRESSIVE ELEMENTS









LEARNING GOAL:  You will sing your song using expressive elements to support your lyrics.

MINDS ON!  
“A bird does not sing because it has an answer.
It sings because it has a song.”
Chinese Proverb 

Now that you have written new lyrics or a song, your next step is to figure out how to perform it. Talk it over with your writing partner(s) how you want to use the expressive elements to support your message.


CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the next task, you and your partner(s) will need to perform your song for your teacher.
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20. WHAT DO YOU SEE! 
 

FOCUS: CRITICAL ANALYSIS









LEARNING GOAL: You will reflect how your interests relate to others in your class.

MINDS ON!  
“Music is always a commentary on society.”
Frank Zappa
Do you speak for your generation? Or do you follow a different path? Look at what others in your class enjoy listening. Are they interested in the same issues?  

In Grade 7, you looked at your playlist to see if there was a pattern in the type of music you enjoyed listening. This year you will look to see if there is a pattern in the type of music to which your classmates listen. 

This is What I Noticed

CONSOLIDATION! In order to move on to the finish this task, you will need to show your teacher your thoughts on what you noticed about the playlists of your classmates.

Congratulations! You have reached your final GPS marker – WEST!

Ask your teacher how you are to acknowledge this accomplishment on your GPS task tracker!       

WAY TO GO!!
Congratulations!

__________________ 

has reached the North GPS Marker 
in the 
Grade 8 GPS Vocal Program.

_________________________________








Teacher Signature












_________________________________

Principal Signature


Congratulations!

__________________ 

has reached the East GPS Marker 
in the 
Grade 8 GPS Vocal Program.

_________________________________








Teacher Signature












_________________________________

Principal Signature


Congratulations!

__________________ 

has reached the South GPS Marker 
in the 
Grade 8 GPS Vocal Program.

_________________________________








Teacher Signature












_________________________________

Principal Signature


Congratulations!
__________________ 

has reached the West GPS Marker 
and completed the

Grade 8 GPS Vocal Program.

_________________________________








Teacher Signature

_________________________________

Principal Signature
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The World in Six Songs

by Daniel J. Levitin

Friendship Songs

« Easing Tensions —
making friends, beingina
group, anthems

« Work Songs

« Waging War — songs that
synchronize people, marching,
loud songs to scare enemies

« Defending — songs that show
the enemy you are strong and
ready to defend

« Hunting Prey

Joy Songs

« Songs That Make You Feel
Good

= Music and Dance

« Group Singing

Comfort Songs

« Background Music

e Lullabies

e Lyrics That Appeal to You
when you need comfort —
Sad Songs, Blues

Knowledge Songs

Historical Songs —

Epic Songs, Story
Songs

How-to Songs

Skill Building — Clapping,
Passing, Jumping
Counting Songs

Memory Songs —

songs with many verses,
Cumulative Songs

Religious Songs

« Songs for Specific Events
« Rituals — Religion,
Seasons, Important events

Love Songs

New Love

Mature Love

Ideal Love — Person,
Country, Idea

It's Over — breaking up




      Reference: Levitin, D. J. (2008). The World in Six Songs: How the Musical Brain Created Human Nature. New York: Dutton.
Appendix 2: 
ELEMENTS OF MUSIC
Music is organized sound. Understanding the systems of organization – the elements - is the key to thinking like a musician.
	Element
	Definition
	Prompts to listen for in the music

	Beat


	Steady pulse or heartbeat in music.
	What instrument carries the beat/pulse in your song?

	Rhythm


	The flow of shorter and longer sounds and silences.
	Are there any instruments that create a rhythm within your song?

	Pitch or Melody
	The arrangement of higher and lower sounds.
	What instruments carry the melody in your song? Remember that a voice is an instrument.

	Harmony


	More than one note played at the same time or chord progressions. 


	Is there harmony in your song? What instruments carry the harmony?

	Texture
	The number of musical lines – referred to as thicker or thinner.


	Multiple instruments create texture. What instruments do you hear in your song?

	Form


	The arrangement of sections of music.
	Is your song created in sections? Does it have a chorus? Can you hear clear breaks in the music? What form do you think your song is in?

	Expressive Controls
	Types of emphasis given to notes, including dynamic change, accents, changes of timbre 


	Can you hear any expressive controls? Pick out the main instrument you feel is important to the song and listen carefully to its sound for any expressive changes to the sound.

	Tempo – Expressive Controls
	The speed of the pulse.
	What is the tempo of your song? 

	Dynamics – 

Expressive Controls
	The loudness or softness of the music.


	Are there changes in the dynamics in your song? Is it mainly loud or soft?

	Tone Colour or Timbre –

Expressive Controls
	The special quality of a sound that distinguishes voices and instruments from each other.


	Are there any special qualities that you notice about the instruments and voices in your song? What are they?




With acknowledgement to Catherine West (TDSB) for the elements chart.
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ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Find the sheet music, lyrics with the guitar tabs or write out the lyrics to “O Canada”. If you are writing out the lyrics be sure to leave space between the lines. In the next task, you will be using this space for writing your descriptions and observations;  (see Appendix 3 for an example)


Listen to at least five versions of “O Canada”. You can find versions of “O Canada” at 


           � HYPERLINK "http://www.pch.gc.ca/pgm/ceem-cced/symbl/anthem-eng.cfm" ��http://www.pch.gc.ca/pgm/ceem-cced/symbl/anthem-eng.cfm�


           or on youtube.ca;


Try listening to “O Canada” sung in a different language; e.g., French, Cree;        


Choose your favourite version and place it as song number one on your Grade 8 Playlist (see page 5). Be sure to fill in the song title, artist and year it was performed, and why you chose it, in the appropriate columns;


Using one or two sentences, summarize the theme of the lyrics, and add any information you think is significant in understanding the theme in the spaces provided on your playlist; and 


On the next page, explain why you chose the version you picked.








Task # 10





Task # 5








ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Look at the songs in your playlist, choose one that has at least two vocalists singing different parts. Remember if you have not sung harmony before, find a song that uses call and response or an echo part;


If your playlist does not have a song such as this, find a song with at least two vocal parts; 


Write down the lyrics to the song you have chosen, noting where each vocal part occurs;


Find another student with whom to work; 


Decide who is going to sing which part;


Practice until both of you can sing your parts with confidence and accuracy.








ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Look at your summary and observations of “Lean on Me”;


Decide on what vocal expressive elements you would use to enhance or support the meaning of the words;


Find one or two friends who will sing the song with you. Discuss with them how the expressive elements you would like to use and practice singing the song in unison. Be sure to include a section where each of you gets a solo; and


You many use instruments in your performance.





 





Task # 9





ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Look at the lyrics of the song from task 10 and make notes about the meaning of the words. Use the space you created between the lyrics;


Listen to your song and describe how the rhythm and melody of the song supports the meaning of the lyrics; e.g., when there is a question in the lyrics, the melody goes up. Write these observations on your lyric sheet;


Listen again to your song and make notes on the sheet, describing what the instruments are doing; and


Describe how the melody, rhythm of the lyrics and the instruments enhance or support the meaning of the words. Use the space provide below.


   





ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Look at your notes from Task 14; 


Think about how this song would be sung as an anthem or Friendship Song;


In the space provided below, summarize your observations; and


Include your thoughts concerning why people would use this song as a Friendship Song and how it is or is not similar to the songs in Tasks 13.























Task #15





Task # 20





Task # 19





Task # 16





Task # 17





Task # 18





Task # 14





Task # 11





Task # 12





Task # 13





ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Look at the playlists of three or four students in your class. Try to include playlists of one or two people who are not in your immediate group of friends;


Identify if there is a pattern or common theme to their playlists? e.g., music style, Six Songs, genre, message;


Determine if your findings reflect the class in general; 


Find out the issues and concerns of your classmates;


Determine if there are any song(s) that you would add to your playlist?  Perhaps there are songs that you may think are important; and 


In the space below, write down your findings and thoughts.





ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Practice with your partner(s) singing the new lyrics or song you wrote in Task 19;


Decide on how you will use the expressive elements to support the message of your song; and 


If you would like to play an instrument while you sing, practice singing and playing.


 


 





ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Find two or three students with whom to work;


Think of an issue that is important to you. Perhaps it could be the same issue as the one you used in Task 10;


Choose a song from your playlist whose lyrics you think you could change to reflect your issue. Think about the rhythm of the lyrics and how you could change the words; 


Write your own melody if you feel you would like the challenge; 


Think about the important words that relate to your issue and then make a list of these words and words that rhyme with them; and


With your partner(s), rewrite the lyrics to address the issue.


 





ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Listen to the song from Task 10 again. This time focus on the vocal style and technique of the vocalist. Describe which musical elements the vocalist is using;


Describe your observations about the expressive elements on your lyric sheet;


Experiment with your voice to create the same effect and style or change the style if you think a different approach would be better. Be prepared to explain your thinking when deciding on what approach to use;


Practice singing the song until you are comfortable singing it for your teacher; and


If you play an instrument, you may use it to accompany yourself.


 





ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Find and listen to at least 4 versions of “Lean on Me” (written by Bill Withers). You can find a list of people who have recorded this song on YouTube or Wikipedia;


Choose a version that you like;


Add this version to your playlist. Fill in all the columns;


Find the sheet music, lyrics with guitar tabs or write out the lyrics. Be sure to leave space between the lines to write down your observations and comments; and


Listen to the version you have chosen and describe what is happening with the melody, instruments and vocals.








ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Review your notes from Tasks 7, 8 10, 11 and Task 12;


Using the Venn diagram on the next page, compare the two songs; 


Note what the songs have in common and what aspects are different; 


Be sure to include your analysis of lyrics, melody, expressive elements, instruments used and vocal styles;


How do the elements in each song help to support the messages of the songs? and


In the space provided, write down any interesting thoughts or facts that you noticed when you compare the two songs.

















ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Think about an issue that you think is important (e.g., environment, discrimination, poverty);


Describe the issue and give reasons for your choice in the space provided;


Find a song that you think addresses this issue;


Add it to your playlist, filling out all of the columns; and


Find the sheet music, lyrics with guitar tabs or write out the lyrics. Leave space to make observations and descriptions.


 





ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Review your notes from Task 8, noting what vocal elements were used in the song;


Experiment with your own voice to see if you can create the same effect or try experimenting with different ways of using expressive elements to sing about the message or issue of the song;


Once you have decided on which elements you are going to use, practice singing the song. You may work in groups of two or three. If you do work in a group, make sure each person has a chance to sing a line or two by themselves; i.e., sing a solo; and


When you think you are ready, sing the song for your teacher.








ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Listen to the song you chose in Task 7 and review the summary you wrote on the meaning of the lyrics. The summary is on your playlist;


Listen to your song a second time and write down what expressive elements the vocals are using. How did the singer emphasize certain ideas?  Use the lyric or music sheet you made in Task 7;


Listen to your song again and write down what the instruments are doing. Be sure to write down how the instruments and vocals are related to the lyrics; and


In the space below, explain how the use of the instruments and the style of the vocals support or enhance the meaning and message of the lyrics.





ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to: 





Find one song by a singer or band that makes a political statement that interests you;


Some  examples are:  Marvin Gaye – “What’s Going On?” or “Mercy, Mercy Me”, Black Eyed Peas – “Where Is The Love”, K’naan – “Wavin’ Flag”, Bob Dylan – “Blowin’ In The Wind” or “It’s A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall”, Pete Seeger – “Where Have All The Flowers Gone”, Bob Marley – “Redemption Song” or “Get Up, Stand Up”, John Mayer – “Waiting On The World To Change”;


Add this song to your playlist;


Write out the lyrics leaving space for descriptions and observations;


Summarize the message of the lyrics. Think about who the song is trying to reach;


Find three interesting facts about the message; e.g., events that are related to the message, famous people who did or did not support the message;


Add the summary and the facts to ‘Significant Information’ column; and


On the next page explain how you feel about the message of the song. You could draw a picture, write new lyrics, a rap or a poem, or write a short speech about how you feel.





 





ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Write out the music, guitar tabs and/or lyrics to your song, again. Be sure to leave space for your notes;


Decide how you will use expressive elements (dynamics, tempo, timbre, articulation) when singing your song (see Task 4) to emphasize the meaning of the lyrics. Make notes on your song sheet describing what you will do;


In the space on the next page write a brief summary of the vocal sound or styling you are hoping to create with your song; e.g., I want to sound strong, I want to show caring; and


Practice singing your song. You can do this by yourself (solo), or in a group of two (duo), or three (trio). 











 





ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Listen to your song and review the summary you wrote on the meaning of the lyrics. The summary is on your Playlist; 


Listen to your song a second time and write down what expressive controls the vocals are using. Use the lyric or music sheet you made in Task 4.  Appendix 2 shows an example of what your notes might look like;


Listen to your song again and write down what the instruments are doing. Be sure to write down how the instruments and vocals relate to the lyrics;


In the space below, explain how the use of the instruments and the style of the vocals reflect or enhance the meaning of the lyrics; and


Be sure to explain how the instruments and vocals reflect who you are, and why this song is therefore your anthem.





ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to: 





Look at the songs listed in your playlist from Grade 7. If you did not make a playlist in Grade 7, think about the songs you listen to; e.g., songs on your iPod, mp3 player, in video games, or songs you like to sing or play; 


Decide on a song that best reflects who you are. Think about the lyrics and how the lyrics are sung and what the instruments are doing. Is there one song that best expresses who you are?  


If there is a song that is not on your playlist that you think is better suited to be “your song”, then add it to your playlist and use it. Don’t forget to fill in all of the sections on the playlist; i.e., Song Title and Genre, Artist and Year Recorded, Message of the Lyrics and Significant Facts, and Six Songs columns;


Write out the lyrics or find the sheet music or guitar tabs with lyrics of your song. Leave space between the lines. In the next task, you will be writing your observation in these spaces; 


In the space below, explain why you chose this song and how it reflects who you are.








ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Write out the music and/or lyrics to “O Canada” again. Make sure to leave space between the lines for your ideas and descriptions.


Look over the lyrics to “O Canada” and decide how you would like the lyrics to be sung. Should one phrase be loud or quiet?  Should you slow down in a certain spot or should you emphasize certain words?


On your sheet write down how you will use the expressive controls (dynamics, tempo, timbre, articulation) when singing “O Canada”.


Practice singing “O Canada”. You can do this by yourself (solo) or in a group of two (duo) or three (trio).


If you play an instrument, you can accompany yourself while you sing.





ACTION! In order to be successful with this task, you will need to:





Listen to the version of “O Canada” you have chosen. As you are listening, think about how the melody and the lyrics work together to create a mood or feeling;


Describe what the melody is doing and how it relates to the lyrics; e.g., Where does the melody go up or down? Are there times when the lyrics are spoken or semi-spoken? Are any notes repeated? Are there long notes? Write this information in the empty space your left between the lyric lines. Appendix 2 shows an example of what describing a song might look like;


Describe what is happening in the music; i.e., What are the instruments or vocals doing and when?  What is the sound like? e.g., louder/softer, bright, mellow, piercing, smooth.  Use the sheet music, guitar tab sheet or lyrics sheet from Task 1 to record your observations;


Be sure to include how the music relates to the lyrics; e.g., this part is loud to match the angry words;


Review the definition of an anthem (see Minds On);


Decide whether you think the music and the words of “O Canada” work well as an anthem. How do you feel when you read the lyrics?  Does the music enhance or support the feelings that the lyrics express?  Do the lyrics remind you of the Canada that you know? and


Write down your decision and explain your reasons on the next page.
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Task # 6

















Task # 4
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Task # 1
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