GPS Grade Eight Pause and Ponder:
The Grade 7 and 8 GPS Tasks were created in response to The Ontario Curriculum, Grade 1-8: The Arts (2009). Along with performing and creating music, the expectations for both grades “encourage students to explore issues related to personal identity and community concerns as they interact with the increasingly complex and/or challenging media” (p.131). 
Students do this by examining the music to which they listen. The GPS Tasks ask students to create playlists of songs that are of interest to them. These songs are then analyzed, using criteria that includes Daniel Levitin’s (2008) theory that all songs can be sorted into six basic categories of songs: Friendship, Joy, Comfort, Knowledge, Religion, and Love. For more information on Dr. Levitin’s research read his book: The World in Six Songs: How the Musical Brain Created Human Nature (see references) and visit http://www.sixsongs.net/
Please read the first few pages of the tasks and also each task before starting them with your class. Students will need your guidance and specific teaching in order to be successful. They will also need to have access to some technology and examples of music. Please read through and adjust the tasks to suit the level of support that your school is able to provide. 
In the Grade 7 GPS Tasks, students are asked to “examine the role of music in their lives, as well as the ways in which music has changed in response to a variety of historical, cultural and other influences” (Ontario Ministry of Education, 2009, p. 133). 
In the Grade 8 GPS Tasks, students are asked to expand the range of songs on their playlist and to examine the roles that music can play in social and political issues, starting with the importance of national anthems. 

In all tasks, encourage students to be aware of vocal hygiene, i.e., how to sing well promoting good and effective vocal health. For more information visit:

http://therapylibrary.com/Therapy.aspx?ArticleID=146 

http://singoutloud.com.au/tips/vocal-hygiene/
http://www.vocalist.org.uk/singing_exercises.html
FOCUS WORDS:

There are terms beside each task to help students focus their learning: 

· PERSONAL RESPONSE. Students are to add songs to their playlist and work with personal choices.

· ANALYSIS OF INFLUENCES. When students are analyzing their music, one of the aspects in which  they will be involved is looking at the underlying factors. 

· EXPRESSIVE ELEMENTS, TIMBRE, RHYTHM, BEAT, ETC. In the intermediate grades, the fundamental concepts require examining and applying these elements to the repertoire that they will perform. When they are examining the fundamental concepts of music, the element on which is being focused is identified. 

· ELEMENTS. This term is used when it is expected that students will examine a number of musical elements.

· VOCAL. Students are to sing with an emphasis upon the expressive elements of music. 
· ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS. Students are to analyze specific musical elements and this task coincides with the overall expectation C2 and The Critical Analysis Process (The Revised Arts Curriculum, 2009, pp. 23-28).

· COMPARE AND CONTRAST. Students are to compare and contrast two different songs in terms of a variety of purposes, and musical elements, as per the expectations stated in each task.

· COMPOSING. Students are to write their own lyrics, and compose their own melodies if they have the ability to do so.

· CRITICAL ANALYSIS. Students will be involved in a culminating activity that requires them to use the full critical analysis process with regard to their own work.

The Tasks

Tasks 1 to 3

 According to “The O Canada Project” – a 2010 study by Dr. Mary Kennedy from the University of Victoria, many intermediate and high school students cannot accurately sing Canada’s national anthem:  

 “Only 67 per cent of the total student sample was judged proficient in lyrics, making an average of two errors or less. More alarming were the results for melodic proficiency where only 46 per cent of students made an average of two melodic errors or less.”
(http://communications.uvic.ca/releases/release.php?display=back&id=168)

Based on this study, it is clear that though the students have heard “O Canada” almost every day for many years, they have not listened carefully to it. Tasks 1 to 3 are designed to address this. It is hoped that by choosing their favourite version of “O Canada”, analyzing it in detail, and then, singing it. The students will not only improve their performance, but they will also have a better understanding of the role anthems play in society.

You will need to have a CD containing different arrangements of “O Canada” which should be available in your school’s office. There are also versions on YouTube and the internet.

The playlist is embedded in the GPS task. You may wish to have additional copies available if they begin adding additional songs to their playlists throughout the year and run out of space.

Be sure to review the “World in Six Songs” Chart: Appendix 1 with the students.

Tasks 4 to 20

In these tasks, students should be reminded to select songs with lyrics and topics that are suitable for classroom listening.
Tasks 7 to 13

Students should be encouraged to search for and examine political, social , or environmental issues that are important to them. To learn more about singing as a form of protest read: Stand and be Counted – Making Music, Making History: The Dramatic Story of the Artists and Events That Changed America
or watch the DVD,  Pete Seeger: The Power of Song (2007) 
Task 14 

Other artists who have recorded “Lean on Me” include:

Club Nouveau (1987)

Will Smith, Mud (1976), 

Al Jarreau (1985), 


DC Talk (1992), 

Michael Bolton (1994), 

Bonnie Tyler (1999), 

Anne Murray (1999), 

2-4 Family (1999)

Mary J. Blige (2009), 

Kid Rock, Sheryl Crow, & Keith Urban (2010),

Avril Lavigne and Heart (2010)
Task 17 

Singing in harmony requires the ability to distinguish between pitches when performed simultaneously, and enough vocal control to sing one note when hearing someone sing another note while maintaining accurate pitch and rhythm. This is not something that can usually be achieved independently. If students have not had prior experience singing harmony, the teacher should encourage them to select singing call and response or echo parts to avoid frustration with this task.
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*   *   *

If you have questions, please contact: 
Jennifer Stacey: j.staceymusic@gmail.com or 

Lynnette Charters: lcharters@rogers.com
