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Teacher Resource 3

NOTATIONAL APPROACHES
Conventional Notation

When specific pitch/rhythm co-ordination is important 

Graphic Notation

When gesture is important

When spontaneous energy supersedes controlled pitch

When colour and shape are important

When colour, register and dynamic are more important than specific pitch and rhythm

Text Notation

When the musical or performance concept is most important

When text instructions supersede graphic or symbolic instructions

When the composer assumes a degree of musical knowledge and/or improvisational skill from the performers

When the composer accepts that many musical parameters will vary from performance to performance.

Hybrid Notation

Loosens rhythmic co-ordination

Allows for specified pitch, unspecified rhythm

Allows for specified rhythm with unspecified pitch 

Allows for combined conventional and graphic notation

May use standard dynamic and articulation symbols
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