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	Title:  The Small Ensemble        
 Lesson #1 of 3
	Grade 10

AMG 20, Guitar

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	The Elements of Music are integral to understanding the various components of a musical selection and can guide students through de-constructing and developing a deeper understanding of a listening selection and in making comparisons between different versions of the same song.
Technology is very useful in terms of composing and arranging as it can enhance the experience for the students by enabling them to hear their composition immediately rather than waiting to have their classmates perfect their skills.

	How are the elements of music used in different versions of the same song?
Can comparisons between songs be made?
How can a graphic organizer be used to assist learners in coming up with comparisons?
How can chord symbols and a simple melody be used to create a 3-part arrangement for guitar ensemble?



	Curriculum Expectations                                        Unpacked Expectations

	A2.  The Elements of Music:  Apply elements of music when performing notated and improvised music and composing and/or arranging music;
        A1.3  Apply the elements of music and related concepts appropriately when composing and/or arranging simple pieces of music;
A3.  Techniques and Technologies:  Use a variety of techniques and technological tools when performing music and composing and/or arranging music; and 
       A3.3  Use current technology when practising, performing, composing, and/or arranging music.

	Learning Goals

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: 
I can:  
· effectively analyse listening selections and relate them to the elements of music;
· make comparisons between listening selections using of a graphic organizer;
· see the connection between chords/melody; and 

· see how a 3-part guitar ensemble can be easily arranged.


	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
Understanding of the elements of music as they relate to composition.
Understanding of basic chord/triad construction.
Terminology

Elements of Music
Chord tones

Chords/Triad (root, third, fifth) 
	Materials

Three different versions of Amazing Grace (or similar tune), 
· – Leanne Rimes;
· – Il Divo
· – in Cherokee
· – Aretha Franklin
· – Steven Tyler
Chart paper/blackboard/smart board for Take Five activity (markers/chalk)
BLM 1 Venn Diagram template
BLM 2 3-Part Guitar Ensemble arrangement template
Teacher Resource 1 Take Five Activity
Teacher Resource 2 Scarborough Fair - Simple melody with chords
Teacher Resource 3 Scarborough Fair – 3–Part Guitar Ensemble arrangement SAMPLE
Teacher Resource 4 Chord Construction
Finale 
LCD projector
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	Minds On                                                  Approximately 20 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Small Group>Whole Class>
Students consolidate or reinforce learning by reviewing the elements of music and Chord Construction and presenting it to the class through a Take Five exercise.
· Divide the class into two groups (A & B), and then into pairs within each grouping.
· Instruct students to engage in a Think, Pair, Share with their partner: Group A – looks at the Elements of Music and Group B – looks at chord construction.
· Have students review notes, texts & other related materials to the Elements of Music & Chord Construction (approximately 5 minutes).
· Randomly select one pair of students from each group.  Have each group then lead the class through a Take Five exercise (review based) using blackboard, chart paper, Smart board etc. of the Elements of Music & Chord Construction.

	Assessment for Learning (AfL)
· Take Five activity 
Assessment as Learning

(AaL)
· Venn diagram
Differentiation (DI)

Quick Tip
· Venn diagram exercise could be done in small groups at a number of different listening centers around the room.  Students would select their own tune & listen to 3 different versions of it & then present venn diagrams to class & also hand in for assessment.
Link and Layer

Hyperlinks in the Lesson
· Elements of Music
· Chord Construction
· Venn Diagram Template
· Take Five activity sheet
· Scarborough Fair Simple Tune for 3-part arrangement of melody/chords – template
· Scarborough Fair Simple Tune 3-part arrangement of melody/chords SAMPLE
· Template for Guitar trio


	Action!                                                        Approximately  45 minutes
	

	Whole Class>Demonstration>Discussion. 

Using the Venn Diagram Template, have students work independently to write down how the elements of music are utilized in each of the 3 Listening versions of Amazing Grace (or something similar).  This information goes in the outside 3 circles.  Students may need to hear each selection more than once.
Small Group>Pairs>Share>
After hearing all 3 selections (maybe multiple times), have students work with a partner to show the commonalities between all of the recordings.  This will allow them to further complete all areas of the Venn Diagram showing the relationships between the songs (information goes into the areas where the specific circles intersect/overlap).  
Pairs>Share>Whole Class>
Have each pair then partner up with another pair of students to share/discuss their results.  Then follow this with a whole class discussion. Have the class then come together to share their results.  

Whole Class>Demonstration>Individual

Lead the class through a brief lesson in creating a 3-part arrangement of a simple tune Scarborough Fair simple melody with chords & completed sample that has chords indicated using Finale or similar technology & a Smart board or LCD projector, computer and speakers and or using a piano keyboard & blackboard with staff on it.
Divide students then into 3 parts - & have them spend ~ 5 minutes learning their assigned part of the new arrangement.

Finally, have the class come together to play this collaborative arrangement together.

	

	Consolidation                                              Approximately  10 minutes
	

	The Venn diagrams will be collected and checked for understanding of all elements of music areas.

Hand out and go over the template for the guitar trio arrangement of Amazing Grace (or similar tune).
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