Teacher Resource 4
CHORD CONSTRUCTION – THE SIMPLE WAY!
1. Write the Music alphabet 2x along a line (VERTICALLY)

2. Decide which MAJOR KEY you wish to investigate.
Example:  A+

3. Decide the number of sharps/flats that match the Major Key you are investigating.

A+ =  3 sharps
4. Name the sharps/flats that match the Major Key you are investigating.
A+ = 3 sharps    (F#, C#, G#)

5. Attach the sharps/flats to your Musical Alphabet line.
6. When creating chords/triads as they relate to a major key, they can be built on ANY scale degree.  As long as you have the correct key signature, this method will ALWAYS work.
7. The notes in each of the chords/triads are built on the distances of a 
THIRD.

Based on A+

	SCALE DEGREE NUMBER
	ROMAN NUMERAL
	SCALE DEGREE NAME
	CHORD TONES
	QUALITY OF CHORD
	Dominant 

7th

	1st
	I
	Tonic
	A
C#
E
	Major
	G#

	2nd
	ii
	Supertonic
	B
D
F#
	minor
	A

	3rd
	iii
	Mediant
	C#
E
G#
	minor
	B

	4th
	IV
	Subdominant
	D
F#
A
	Major
	C#

	5th
	V
	Dominant
	E
G#
B
	Major
	D

	6th
	vi
	Submediant
	F#
A
C#
	minor 
	E

	7th
	vii0
	Leading Tone
	G#
B
D
	diminished
	F#
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