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	ELEMENTS OF MUSIC of FLAMENCO STYLE

	Element of Music
	Characteristics/descriptors of each element

In Flamenco Style

	MELODY

Refers to a series of individual notes 

Most recognizable part of music.

Use of repetition 

Horizontal concept


Articulation (smooth, detached, )
Ascending/descending movement, steps/leaps, high/low pitches
	MELODY

Generally step-wise
Articulation generally detached in fast tempi & more legato in slower tempi

	HARMONY

The sounding of notes together

Vertical concept

Use of Major or minor scales or other scales (modes)

Consonant, Dissonant
	HARMONY

Alternating melodic and chordal passages
Predominantly modal (Phrygian dominates)

Generally consonant with dissonant contrasts

	RHYTHM

Movement in music with a feeling of regularity & differentiation

Pulse (regular/irregular)

Variety of rhythms, use of repetition & silence

Description of rhythms (i.e. triplets, sixteenth notes, eighth notes, 

   long notes, syncopation)
	RHYTHM

Most important element

Complex 12-beat patterns with shifting

    accents

Regular pulse

Variety of rhythm, repetitive, silences used as

     dramatic contrast


	TEXTURE

Number of different musical parts occurring at the same time 

    (monophonic homophonic, polyphonic)

Use of echo, imitation & use of dynamics
	TEXTURE

Voice traditionally most important
Guitar, hand clapping and dancing used as 

   accompaniment for singer

Solo guitar relatively recent development

Interaction between performers critical 

  element

	FORM

The organization of the piece – the shape & order in which a 

    piece of music is composed.

Theme & variations, rondo, fugue, sonata, blues form, 

   verse/chorus, introduction, coda, length of phrases etc.
	FORM

Melodic & harmonic content improvised on 

   established traditional forms
Performers support & cue changes to form

	TIMBRE

Tone quality (instruments used and a description of the sound)

Predominant instrument or group of instruments, change of 

   instruments
	TIMBRE

Nylon string guitars
Finger & thumb – no plectrums

Characteristic strumming styles – resqueado

Singers, dancers, hand clapping

Modern developments include use of 2nd guitar, bass, flute 
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