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THE BLUES – A UNIT
	Title:  What do the Blues Sound like?  
Lesson #1 of 5 
	 Grade 9

AMG 10, Guitar

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Students will work through the first 2 stages of the Critical Analysis Process (Initial reaction, Analysis,) and develop an understanding of the characteristics of the blues.
	· Can students identify some characteristics and/or musical concepts that they hear in a variety of musical selections?  
· Can the students identify the comment elements of music of the musical selections?

	Curriculum Expectations                                         Unpacked Expectations

	Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing

B1.  The Critical Analysis Process:  use The Critical Analysis Process when responding to, analyzing, reflecting on, and interpreting music; and
B1.1 Listen to selections that represent a variety of musical styles and genres, and identify and reflect on their personal responses to them.
	Learning Goals

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: 
I can:  

· effectively state in words my initial reaction to audio examples; and
· begin to identify similarities between musical selections.

	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
Awareness of the Critical Analysis Process 
An understanding of the elements of music (i.e. melody, rhythm, form etc.)
Terminology

Critical Analysis Process

Elements of Music
	Materials

· Elements of Music 
· BLM 1 What do you think?
· 

HYPERLINK "http://omea.on.ca/resources/Secondary/Guitar%209-12/Guitar%20grade%209-12/Grade%209/Guitar%20Grade%209%20final/guitar%20grade%209%20lesson%201/amg_9_lsn1_BLM3_%20Elements%20of%20Music_graphic%20organizer.doc"

BLM 3 Elements of Music Graphic Organizer
· 
Teacher Resource 1 Elements of Music
Four or more recordings of Blues music (i.e. Buddy Guy, Eric Clapton, B.B. King, Robert Johnson, etc.) – { Buddy Guy – Sweet Home Chicago  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xuRhaDrnlWo; Jim Jackson  St. Louis Blues http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZAWxDPv2970;  3  Blind Lemon Jefferson Black Horse Blues http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXsxqBhmlFg&feature=related; 
Robert Johnson Walking Blues http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4sml8W5SAwo;
· Template for the BLM 2 Placemat activity for student groups

· Teacher Resource 2 General characteristics of Blues music , for teacher to use in leading further discussion of similarities
· Chart paper & markers OR blackboard & chalk OR Smartboard 
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Lesson #1 of 5
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AMG 10, Guitar 

	Minds On                                             Approximately  10 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Class
· Lead the class through a discussion of the Teacher Resource 1 Elements of Music asking the students to identify

the Elements of Music AND the characteristics/descriptors of each element
	Assessment for Learning (AfL)
· BLM 1 What do you think? 

Assessment as Learning

(AaL)

· BLM 2 Placemat Activity 


Differentiation (DI)

Quick Tip
Link and Layer

Hyperlinks in the Lesson
· BLM 2 Placemat Template
· 

HYPERLINK "http://omea.on.ca/resources/Secondary/Guitar%209-12/Guitar%20grade%209-12/Grade%209/Guitar%20Grade%209%20final/guitar%20grade%209%20lesson%201/amg_9_lsn1_TR2_%20General%20Blues%20Characteristics.doc"

Teacher Resource 2 General Blues Characteristics
· 

HYPERLINK "http://omea.on.ca/resources/Secondary/Guitar%209-12/Guitar%20grade%209-12/Grade%209/Guitar%20Grade%209%20final/guitar%20grade%209%20lesson%201/amg_9_lsn1_TR1_%20Elements%20of%20Music.doc"

Teacher Resource 1 Elements of Music
· 
BLM 1 What do you think?

· 
BLM 3 Elements of Music – graphic Organizer




	Action!                                                Approximately 100 minutes
	

	Individual>Whole Class Discussion 
· Using the worksheet BLM 1 What do you think?, have the students describe their initial reaction to the 4 Blues Musical Selections (use the same examples for the placemat activity). 
Pairs>Demonstration>Discussion
· Using the BLM 2 Placemat template, have students work in pairs to try to identify the musical characteristics of each musical selection performed (one outside square per selection).  [Teacher Prompts:  How is the melody dealt with in this selection (i.e. step, leaps, repetition, conjunct, disjunct, etc).  Do the lyrics repeat at all?  Can you tell whether this song is in a major or minor key?  How is the piece organized?  (i.e. verse/chorus, ABA, Rondo, theme & variations etc.)].
· Model and guide the class through ONE selection (use the top left box).
Pairs

· Have pairs of students now complete their placemat for THREE more musical selections – identifying how each element of music is dealt with in each selection. 

· Engage students to work with their partner to find the ‘similarities’ between all 4 musical selections (complete this in the centre square).
Whole Class>Sharing

· Then have students share all the similarities found with the class using a popcorn strategy and have their ideas written on the blackboard or chart paper at the front of the room.
· Then lead them through further discussion to ensure that all similarities & characteristics of these songs were found. (Have students write this on the back of their placemat sheet.)

	

	Consolidation                                       Approximately  20 minutes
	

	Individual
· Using the BLM 3 Elements of Music Graphic Organizer, play at least ONE more example of the blues while the students describe HOW the elements of music are dealt with in this selection.
· Provide remediation for the class and/or individuals that require further assistance with understanding of the elements.
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