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The BLUES – A UNIT
	Title:  Blues Chord Progression  
Lesson #4 of 5
	Grade 9

AMG 10, Guitar

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Students will learn about the 12-bar blues progression and begin writing them as they relate to major key signatures.  
	Can students identify the 12- bar blues chord progression?

Can students write their own 12- bar blues chord progressions?


	Curriculum Expectations                                         Unpacked Expectations

	Foundations
C1.  Theory and Terminology
C1.  Demonstrate an understanding of music theory with respect to concepts of notation and the elements and other components of music, and use appropriate terminology relating to them;
C1.1  Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of music, particularly through practical application and aural recognition, and use appropriate terminology related to these elements; and
C1.2  Demonstrate an understanding of, and use proper terminology when referring to, fundamental concepts associated with notation.

	Learning Goals

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: 
I can:  

· effectively identify the 12-bar blues chord progression; and
· write the 12-bar blues chord progressions for any key. 


	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
Understanding of chord progressions
Understanding of basic chord writing
Understanding of major key signatures
Terminology

Key signatures

Chords

Chord progressions
	Materials

· BLM 8 12-Bar Blues & Blues Scale Writing Task Sheet

· 
BLM 9 Building Chords - the simple way 
· 
Teacher Resource 11 Building chords - the simple way – teachers copy

· 

HYPERLINK "http://omea.on.ca/resources/Secondary/Guitar%209-12/Guitar%20grade%209-12/Grade%209/Guitar%20Grade%209%20final/guitar%20grade%209%20lesson%204/amg_9_lsn4_TR12_SCALE%20DEGREES%20WORKSHEET%20-%20teachers%20copy.doc"

Teacher Resource 12 Scale Degrees Worksheet – teachers copy

· 
BLM 10 Scale Degrees Worksheet
· 
Teacher Resource 10 12-Bar Blues Chord Progression – teacher guide





	Title:  Transforming a Major scale into a Blues scale    
Lesson  #4 of 5
	Grade 9

AM 10, Guitar

	Minds On                                              Approximately 10 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Class
· Play at least 5 recordings (or ‘snippets’ of recordings) of songs based on the blues 
· Have the students try to discover what all 5 recordings have in common – while we are mainly concerned with the harmonic structure – students may discover many common elements of music.

	Assessment for Learning (AfL)
Assessment as Learning

(AaL)

Differentiation (DI)

Quick Tip
Link and Layer

Hyperlinks in the Lesson
· BLM 8 12-Bar Blues & Blues Scale Writing Task Sheet

· 
BLM 9 Building Chords - the simple way 

· 
Teacher Resource 11 Building chords - the simple way – teachers copy

· 

HYPERLINK "http://omea.on.ca/resources/Secondary/Guitar%209-12/Guitar%20grade%209-12/Grade%209/Guitar%20Grade%209%20final/guitar%20grade%209%20lesson%204/amg_9_lsn4_TR12_SCALE%20DEGREES%20WORKSHEET%20-%20teachers%20copy.doc"

Teacher Resource 12 Scale Degrees Worksheet – teachers copy

· 
BLM 10 Scale Degrees Worksheet

· 
Teacher Resource 10 12-Bar Blues Chord Progression – teacher guide




	Action!                                                  Approximately 45 minutes
	

	Whole Class

· Teach the students the scale degree names, roman numerals & chord types as they relate to major scales.  BLM 10 Use the Scale Degrees worksheet and Teacher Resource 12 Scale Degrees Worksheet – teachers’ copy.
· Using the BLM 9 Building Chords – The Simple Way and Teacher Resource 11 Building Chords-The Simple Way-teachers’ copy, teach the students a very ‘simplistic’ way to construct major chords
· Teach the 12-bar blues ‘basic’ chord progression using Teacher Resource 10 12-Bar Blues Chord Progression – teachers’ guide

	

	Consolidation                                      Approximately 25 minutes
	

	Whole Class>Individual

· Have the students select a key (major) and then create a 12-bar blues chord progression and corresponding blues scale to be handed in to check for understanding.  Have students use the BLM 8 12-Bar Blues & Blues Scale Writing Task Sheet .
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