Teacher Resource 13
BLUES IMPROVISATION 101

TASK #1

All parts of the task are to be completed WITH your partner (unless otherwise stated).
PART A  -- The Nuts & Bolts

1. Select a Major Key.
2. Write out the Major Scale that corresponds to the Major Key.
3. Write out the Blues Scale.
4. Write out the 12-Bar Blues Chord Progression for this Major Key.
PART B – The Preparation

1. Help each other learn how to play the blues scale.
2. Practice it on your own until you can do it without looking.
3. Help each other to learn the chords needed for the 12-bar blues chord progression.
4. Practice having ONE person play the 12-bar blues chord progression, while the other partner plays the blues scale overtop.
5. Try to create your own rhythms for both strumming & also for the SOLO line.
6. SWITCH Roles – so that each partner is confident with playing either the chords or the improvised SOLO.
PART C – The Performance

1. Perform your 12-bar blues chord progression & improvised solo for the class (each person will have the opportunity to play each of the parts).
Grade 9 Open Guitar Music AMG 10 Lesson 5

Ontario Music Educators’ Association www.omea.on.ca

