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	Title:  Music Inspired by Historical Events
Lesson #1
	Grade 10 
AMI 20, Instrumental

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Through reflection and analysis, an understanding of the relationship between music and Society may be demonstrated by exploring the musical response to a key historical event.  Understand how societal events can lead to the first step of The Creative Process (i.e., challenging and inspiring).
.
	1. Can students understand the emotional impact of an historical event?  
2. Can students relate songs to stories?  
3. Can students relate types of music to mood and emotion?  
4. Can students relate music to function, tradition, and ritual?



	Curriculum Expectations                                         Unpacked Expectations

	Creating and Performing
A1 The Creative Process: apply the stages of The Creative Process when performing notated and/or improvised music and/or composing and arranging music;
Reflecting, Responding and Analysing

B1: The Critical Analysis Process: use The Critical Analysis Process when responding to, analyzing, reflecting on, and interpreting music;
B 1.1 listen to selections that represent a variety of musical styles and genres, and identify and reflect on their responses to them;
B2: Music and Society: demonstrate an understanding of how traditional, commercial, and art music reflect the society in which they were created and how they have affected other communities or cultures;
Foundations

C2 Characteristics and Development of Music:  demonstrate an understanding of the history of various musical forms and of characteristics of music from around the world; and
C2.1 demonstrate an understanding of the development of various musical forms.
	Learning Goals

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: 
I can:  
· understand how events can lead to the ‘challenging and inspiring’ step of The Creative Process; 
· understand the significance of music as a tool to express emotion; and 
· relate music to events that happen in the community, in the country and around the world.


	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
Familiarity with The Creative Process and understanding of the ‘challenging and inspiring’ step

Knowledge of the elements of music 

Understanding of pop song structure

Terminology
The Creative Process
	Materials

Graffiti Paper

Placemat Paper

CD player

Staff Paper or Note paper

Songs inspired by events in history (e.g., “Eroica”, “Amazing Grace”, “The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald”, “American Pie”, “Sunday Bloody Sunday”, “Chimes of Freedom” , “MLK”.  Check here for more suggestions)

Copies of inspirational material (e.g., We Interrupt This Broadcast: The Events That Stopped Our Lives [book and CD Set] by Joe Garner, inspiring speeches such as Barack Obama’s inaugural speech, Nelson Mandela’s inaugural speech, or Martin Luther King’s ‘We Have a Dream’ speech [all available on YouTube])

Optional: Composition Software

20 Pieces of Music That Changed the World
Poster of The Creative Process
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	Minds On                                            Approximately 100 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Class > Graffiti Activity > Discussion
Connecting music to student’s own experiences
· Use a Graffiti activity to connect music to events within the student’s own experience.  On the Graffiti sheets, list some of the events below.  Have students contribute names of songs that they associate with each event.  Have students rotate until everyone has contributed to each sheet.
· The first day of school in September

· Your birthday 

· Halloween

· New Year’s Eve

· The last song at the dance

· Canada Day
· Your friends

· A family road trip
· A workout

· A family member

· The last day of school in June
· As a class, discuss the information on the Graffiti sheets.  Ask students why they associate certain songs with certain events.
Small Group > Listening > Placemat activity
Analyzing how musical elements can reflect emotion

·  Listen to an example of music that has a clear connection to an event (see resource list in ‘materials’). 
· Without identifying the title of the work, ask students to write down what they hear in the music through the lyrics, melody, harmony and rhythm on their placemat paper.  
· After each song, ask students to share what they heard, and guess what the inspiration for the song was. 
· Reveal the song title and context and ask the students to determine the success of the song based on the accuracy of their guesswork.  Have students place the song title in the centre of the placemat paper.
· Repeat the process with additional listening examples and new placemat paper. 
Small Group > Think Pair Share > Full Class
Create a Glossary of how the elements of music can be changed to reflect mood/emotion/context
· Have students create a list of how lyrics and the elements of music can be manipulated to reflect particular events or emotions.  (e.g., tempo faster or slower, change in key from major to minor, modulation, word-painting or notes that reflect the text, change in texture, etc).  As a class, come up with a master list that students can refer to in their own work.  

	Assessment for Learning (AfL) Prior learning assessment, teacher, self and peer feedback, review of The Creative Process
Assessment as 
Learning

(AaL) 
Graffitti activity, 
placemat activity,
think-pair-share,
descriptive 
feedback, co-
constructing of
checklist 
Differentiation (DI)

Provide choice, use 
instructional 
strategies to vary
pace and level of
student 
involvement.  Allow

students to

compose using 

either traditional

notation or aurally.
Quick Tip
Tailor the material chosen in the Action! Section to your particular class.  Allow students to compose using the instrument or tool with which they are most comfortable.  Consider exploring Spoken Word Poetry with students who are looking for extension activities.
Hyperlinks in the 
Lesson
Poster of The Creative Process


The Creative Process
The Elements of Music
We Interrupt This Broadcast: The Events That Stopped Our Lives
20 Pieces of Music That Changed the World
Songfacts
Graffiti Activity  

Think Pair Share

	Action!                                                Approximately 150 minutes
	

	Full Class > Listening > Individual Student Response

Examining an actual event in history and producing a creative response.
· Listen to a selection from “We Interrupt this Broadcast”.   Have students jot down their thoughts and feelings as they listen.  (Note to teacher:  Please be careful to choose an excerpt that is appropriate for your particular student audience) AND/OR choose an inspiring speech such as Barack Obama’s inaugural speech, Nelson Mandela’s inaugural speech, or Martin Luther King’s ‘We Have a Dream’ speech.

· Have students write a 5-line poem in response to the event. 
· Ask students to create a song chorus by setting their poem to music using either their voice, accompanying instruments (e.g., piano, guitar), or through performance and notation software such as Band-in-a-Box, Garage Band, Finale, or Sibelius.  Use the checklist constructed by the class to guide your work.
· Play a live or recorded performance of your work for the class

	

	Consolidation                                      Approximately 50 minutes
	

	Full Class > Listening

· Select and listen to a radio episode of 20 Pieces of Music That Changed the World.
Individual Student > Journal entry

· Have students reflect upon times when music has been a vehicle through which they have expressed or experienced emotion, and songs they relate to specific moments or people in their life:  If you could write a song about a particular event, what would it be?  Is there a song that changed your world the way it was discussed in the radio documentary?
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