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	Title:  Using The Creative Process to Compose a 
               Theme and Variations 
Lesson #1 
	Grade 9

AMI 1O, Instrumental

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	The Creative Process can be used to create a musical composition for a small group of instruments.
	1. What are the parts of The Creative Process?
2. What is Theme and Variations form?
3. How is The Creative Process used in creating a musical composition? 
4. How can the elements of music be used to vary a theme?
5. What are the criteria for our culminating task?



	Curriculum Expectations
	Learning Goals      

	Curriculum Expectations
A1. The Creative Process: apply the stages of The Creative Process when performing notated and/or improvised music and composting and/or  arranging music;
A1.2 apply The Creative Process when composing and /or arranging music;
A2.  The Elements of Music:  apply elements of music when performing notated and improvised music and composing and/or arranging music;
A2.1 apply the elements of music and related concepts appropriately when composing and/or arranging simple pieces of music;
B1.2  identify and describe the use of elements and other components of music in a variety of selections, including their performance repertoire; 
C1.  Theory and Terminology: demonstrates an understanding of music theory with respect to concepts of notation and the elements and other components of music, and use appropriate terminology relating to them; and 
C1.1 demonstrate an understanding of the elements of music through practical application and use appropriate terminology.
	At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: 
I can:  

· use the steps of The Creative Process and the elements of music  to compose, notate and perform my own composition.



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Students will read music at a level appropriate for grade 9.
Students should be aware of the elements of music. 

Terminology

The Creative Process
Theme

Variation 

T-Chart

Anchor Chart


	Materials

Poster and anchor chart for the stages of the creative process.
Band Method Book with a Theme and Variations exercise to perform (e.g. Accent on Achievement, Essential Elements, Standard of Excellence)
BLM 1 T-chart 
Teacher Resource 1 T-Chart Sample 

Poster of The Creative Process



Anchor chart of The Creative Process
BLM 2 Graphic organizer for planning the composition 
Staff Paper
BLM 3 Performance Sharing Peer Evaluation Sheet
BLM 4 Exit Pass



Teacher Resource 2 Rubric



CD of Joseph Haydn's Surprise Symphony (Symphony No.94 in G, Andante).
CD Player



	Title:  Using The Creative Process to Compose a 
               Theme and Variations 

Lesson #1
	Grade 9  
AMI 1O, Instrumental   

	Minds On                                         Approximately  45 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Class:

· Have students perform a theme and variations example from their method books (e.g., line 35 in Accent on Achievement, or line 90 in Essential Elements, 2000).  
· Then discuss as a class: How are the variations different from the theme?  What elements were used in the variations?  Could you suggest another way to vary this theme?  What are some ways to cause contrast in music?
· Listen to the 2nd movement of Joseph Haydn's Surprise Symphony (Symphony No.94 in G, Andante).
· Lead a class discussion on what they heard. How did you know the theme was finished? What kind of contrast did you hear from one section to the next? How were the elements of music used to achieve this contrast? Which variation did you find most interesting and what element or expressive quality of music was used?

In Small Groups:

· Use BLM 1 T chart and brainstorm a list of characteristics for a theme. Brainstorm a list of characteristics for a variation. Then share with class.

Whole class

· Co-construct an anchor chart describing the criteria for “Theme and Variation” form. (see sample Teacher Resource 1)

	Assessment for Learning (AfL)

Students will activate  prior knowledge  of the elements of music by playing and listening to a Theme and Variations. Assess how well students understand the elements of music and  can make connections to other pieces they have played (observation and feedback).
  Students will determine  and co-construct the criteria for  a Theme and Variations  composition (teacher feedback and observation).
  As students work through the graphic organizers, assess the understanding of The Creative Process, musical form and elements of music. (Have students fully explored each stage of The Creative Process?)
  Utilize teacher and peer evaluation for the “revising and refining stage” 

  (observation and teacher feedback, student checklist, peer evaluation).
  Help to clarify the learning goal: 

  to use the steps of The Creative Process and the elements of music to compose, notate, and perform an original composition.

Differentiation (DI) Strategies

Flexible Grouping:

  Group students by like instruments, or same transpositions. (e.g., Bb instruments)
Interest:  Have students choose their own theme for the composition.
Learning preferences:

  Let students choose to brainstorm and plan either with paper and pencil or by playing on their instruments.
By readiness:

  Help students  choose a melody that is the right difficulty level for them 

· More advanced students may even create their own theme.

See Tiered Assignments
Assessment of learning:

evaluation of student compositional process, performance and understanding of foundations.

Hyperlinks in the 
Lesson

The Creative Process
BLM 1 T-chart 

Teacher Resource 1 T-Chart Sample 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.omea.on.ca/downloads/creative_process_poster_english.pdf" 

Poster of The Creative Process



BLM 2 Graphic organizer for planning the composition 

BLM 3 Performance Sharing Peer Evaluation Sheet
BLM 4 Exit Pass



Teacher Resource 2 Rubric





	Action!                                          Approximately 150 minutes
	

	In Groups

· Have students choose a simple melody (approx. 8 bars in length) from their method books. Have them play and rehearse this melody on their instruments until they can perform it accurately and confidently as a group. 
· Have groups perform for each other and discuss if the melody followed the criteria for a theme.(e.g., simple melody, simple rhythms, little dynamic change, etc.)
· *Optional Differentiated tiered lesson for more advanced students: compose your own simple melody of approx. 8 bars.

Whole Class:

· Look at The Creative Process chart and connect it to creating a musical composition. (class discussion, mix and mingle) 

· Make an anchor chart of The Creative Process by adding compositional criteria to each stage.
In Groups:

· Use the BLM 2  graphic organizer to work through  The Creative Process  to  compose 3 variations for  the theme.  
· Imagining and Generating:  Brainstorm the elements needed to vary the theme.
· Planning and Focusing:  Start planning and notating the 3 contrasting variations.
· Explore and Experimentation:   Try to play the variations that you have created. What doesn't really work?  What does work and include all the criteria for a Theme and Variations?

· Producing Preliminary Work:  Notate your composition and play it as a group.
· Perform for one other group. 

· Peer Evaluations:  Listen to and share with the other group:  
· I liked...............................

· Maybe you could.......................

· Revising and Refining:   Rehearse your group and make any changes agreed by the group.  Ask your teacher for feedback.


	

	 Consolidation                                 Approximately 30 minutes
	

	· Have students work through the last 2 components of The Creative Process: Performing and Sharing, and Reflecting and Evaluating

Performing and Sharing
· Perform as a group for the class.  

· Give each student a BLM 3 peer evaluation  response statement sheet 

· Using the Peer evaluation statement:  “I found your piece very interesting when your variation......................................”, instruct each student to complete this statement for each performing group.  Have students share these comments with the groups at the end of the performances -sticky notes could also be used for these response statements.
Reflecting and evaluating: 
· Have students complete BLM 4 Exit Pass self-reflection questions.
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