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Teacher Resource 1
Characteristics of a Theme and Variations

(Sample of what the teacher and class may come up with for 

Co-Constructed Criteria)

	What is a THEME?

Jot down a list of characteristics of a “Theme”
	What is a Variation?

Brainstorm and jot down a list of characteristics of a “Variation”.

	· Simple melody

· Simple rhythm

· Memorable

· Singable

· A new melody or a traditional melody

· Short (12-16 bars, for example)


	The “theme” can be altered or varied by:

· adding different dynamics

· keeping the melody, but changing the rhythms

· changing the key signature

· adding extra notes

· changing the articulation

· changing the texture (adding a second part in a round, or adding harmonies)

· playing the theme backwards(retrograde)

· Making the note values twice as long (augmentation)

· Making the note values half as long (double-time or diminution)

· using repetition - repeating bars or notes

· using any combination of the above points


Grade 9 Open Instrumental Music AMI-1 Theme & Variations

Ontario Music Educators’ Association www.omea.on.ca

