[image: image1.jpg]






Teacher Resource 9
Critical Analysis Process

Initial Reaction:
· What do these lyrics bring to mind?

· What do you feel when you read this poetry?

· What personal connections can you make to this song, based only on the lyrics?

· In what kind of an environment might you expect to hear this song performed?
· What is your first impression of this song?

· What emotions or memories does this work evoke for you?

· What puzzles you?  What are your questions?

· Did the music meet your initial expectations, after reading only the lyrics?

· Does this music remind you of anything?

Analysis:
· How is this work organized?  Are there similarities to other texts?

· Are there particular Elements of Music that are more prominent than others?

· What are the songwriters trying to communicate? (e.g. symbolic meaning)

· How do they accomplish this? (e.g. use of elements to convey meaning)

· Why do you think the songwriter composed this music?

· Whose point of view is expressed?

Critical Aesthetic Judgment
· In your opinion, what is the songwriter’s view of the world?

· How does this view match or contrast with your own view of the world?

· What social, political, or historical events have influenced the artist in their representation of this work?

· With reference to the songwriter’s intent and his/her use of elements, how effective is this work?

· Can you think of other works of art that could be considered similar? (e.g. paintings, graffiti, videos, etc.)
Reflection

· Do you feel these type of songs were successful?  What is your measurement for success in this case?

· Did it impact audiences the way it was intended?
· How would you alter these songs for a different audience, or to send a different message?
· Whose voices are missing, silenced, or discounted?
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