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	Title:  Learning to Sight Read Rhythms         Lesson #2
	Grade 9

AMV 1O, Music

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Students will learn rhythm values and metres. The students will learn to decipher rhythms so that they can be independent musicians.
	Students will know the duration of notes in all time signatures and will be able to  



	Curriculum Expectations

	C1. Theory and Terminology: demonstrate an understanding of music theory with respect to concepts of notation and other components of music, and use appropriate terminology relation to them
C1.1 demonstrate an understanding of the elements of music, particularly through practical application and aural recognition, and use appropriate terminology related to these elements
	Learning Goals

(Unpacked Expectations)

I can read and decipher easy and complex rhythms using a counting system. I know the length of notes and understand time signatures.


	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
Students should already know whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth notes and rests and how they relate to each other.
Terminology

Rhythm

Metre

Time signatures


	Materials

BLM 2 Musical Math
BLM 3 Rhythm Sheet
Teacher Resource 1 Counting System explained

Teacher Resource 2 Rhythm Cards

Teacher Resource 3 Rhythm Cards

BLM 4 Counting Sheet 1

BLM 5 Counting Sheet 2




	Title:  Learning to Sight Read Rhythms       
Lesson #2
	Grade 9

AMV 1O, Vocal

	Minds On                                             Approximately  20 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	WHOLE CLASS

Students should review basic notes, rests and durations (based on 4/4 time) Example: whole note is 4 beats, is the same duration as 2 half notes or 4 quarter notes. Have the students complete some musical math equations BLM 2 Musical Math, share answers with peers and whole class to ensure that all students have a complete understanding of basic rhythms.
The teacher should do some echo clapping with the whole class to have all students feel a steady beat and how rhythm and beat relate to each other (example: ta ta ti-ti ta, ti-ti ta ti-ti ta). This should give the teacher a sense of which students struggle to keep a steady beat and can subdivide. This is unique to a vocal class because the text in pieces assists these students in choral situations and the issues aren’t as noticeable as in an instrumental setting. 


	Assessment for Learning (AfL)
Assessment as Learning

(AaL)

· As the students work through the counting exercises the teacher is encouraged to circulate and correct any errors and give suggestions for improvement.
· If a student feels confident with their passage, have them count it with someone else or with a metronome. They often discover that they slow down in difficult sections.
Differentiation (DI)

Students can work with a partner during independent and small group time.
If student has extensive prior knowledge have them start at a later place in the counting book.
Quick Tip
Encourage students to NOT write the counting underneath the rhythms.
Working with a metronome can be very beneficial for those students who struggle to keep a steady beat.

Link and Layer

Link to prior learning (e.g., make explicit links to expectations students have already demonstrated).

Hyperlinks in the Lesson
(see example below)
Provide hyperlink to excerpts from or paraphrases of research; samples of teacher-created resources, prompts or questions, student work; video footage of classrooms in action; teacher think-alouds or journal excerpts—in Minds On, Action! and Consolidation.  



	Action!                                                 Approximately 40 minutes
	

	WHOLE CLASS
Teacher should explain how time signatures work and need to ensure that students understand how 4/4 compares to 3/2 or 6/8. (Especially how the note values change according the change in metre). 
Explain the counting system Teacher Resource 1 and have the students work on simple 4/4 rhythms as a class with the teacher writing the answers on the board. Have students work in small groups with the rhythm flash cards Teacher Resource 2 and Teacher Resource 3 in small groups. The students should figure out HOW to count each rhythm by figuring it out collaboratively and then say the counting to the correct rhythm. Once the students have mastered it in small groups, say the counting as a whole class.
INDIVIDUALLY

Distribute BLM 4 Counting Sheet 1 to all students. Explain how the page is structured, have the students notice how the time signature changes, make sure that they are aware that the number of beats in a bar changes but the beat does not change. Working independently students will practice counting the rhythms keeping a steady tempo and count the rhythms accurately.

	

	Consolidation                                       Approximately  # minutes
	

	When the students have mastered BLM 4 Counting Sheet 1 (can count it with only two or three errors), have the individual students move on to BLM 5 Counting Sheet 2. The Counting Book is designed very sequentially and it is crucial that students move page by page and not jump ahead.
Students can be assessed by counting a portion of the page for the teacher.
Use these counting skills when learning a new vocal or choral piece. Have the students count the rhythms and then say the text to the rhythm. 
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