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	Title:  Concert Review                    
Lesson #4
	Grade 9

AMV 1O, Vocal

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	The students will use the critical analysis process to write a newspaper report on a concert that they have attended or viewed. They will comment on how the different elements of music were used in the various pieces and how the audience reacted to the selections.
	How did the performer(s) relate to the audience through their performance and selection of pieces?
Which elements of music had the most impact on the audience?

Using the critical process to write a response and review of the concert in a newspaper article format.

	Curriculum Expectations

	B1. The Critical Analysis Process: use the critical analysis process when responding to, analyzing, reflecting on, and interpreting music;
B1.1 listen to selections that represent a variety of musical styles and genres, and identify and reflect on their personal responses to them
B1.2 identify and describe the use of elements and other components of music in a variety of selections, including their performance repertoire

C3. Conventions and Responsible Practices: demonstrate an understanding of responsible practices and performance conventions relating to music;

C3.2 demonstrate an understanding of conventions related to music performance, with reference to both performers and audience members
	Learning Goals

(Unpacked Expectations)

I can:
· Write a newspaper report on a concert that I saw.

· Give my opinion on how a concert was performed by commenting on the elements of music. 

	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
Students have already learned the musical elements, applicable instruments and voicings and appropriate audience behaviour.
Terminology

Rhythm
Melody

Harmony 

Texture

Timbre

Dynamics

Form


	Materials

Availability of a live concert for students to attend or a video recording of a live concert. 

BLM 7 Concert Review template  



	Title:  Writing a Concert Review                                                                 Lesson #4
	Grade 9

AMV 1O, Vocal

	Minds On                                              Approximately 10 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	WHOLE CLASS
· As a class discuss what the musicians are trying to achieve through their performance (premiering a new work, school concert, themed concert, etc).

· Using think/pair/share strategy predict which musical element might be more the most prevalent (ex: rhythm with a percussion ensemble, harmony and timbre with modern era pieces, etc).

· Discuss the role and importance of concert reviews. Why are they valued by audiences, performers and business?
· Watch a portion of a recorded concert and have the students make notes about it focusing on the elements and performance etiquette. In a Round Robin format, students all share their thoughts and ideas. During the Round Robin the students are guided to support their opinions with facts and detailed observations
 
	Assessment for Learning (AfL)
Assessment as Learning

(AaL)

· . During the class discussion the teacher guides the students to validate their answers and to offer supported opinions that would be appropriate in a newspaper review.
Differentiation (DI)

· if a student is unable to attend a live performance, give them the opportunity to complete the task by watching a DVD of a concert
· Students could write the newspaper report using assistive technology

Quick Tip
· The teacher is encouraged to build a collection of concert reviews from local and national newspapers as examples for students.
Link and Layer

Link to prior learning (e.g., make explicit links to expectations students have already demonstrated).

Hyperlinks in the Lesson
(see example below)
Provide hyperlink to excerpts from or paraphrases of research; samples of teacher-created resources, prompts or questions, student work; video footage of classrooms in action; teacher think-alouds or journal excerpts—in Minds On, Action! and Consolidation.  



	Action!                                                  Approximately 80 minutes
	

	WHOLE CLASS
· Review the structure of a newspaper article (who, what, when, where, why and how)

· Review the critical process (**link to front matter**)
· Distribute the BLM 7 Concert Review Template to each student
· Explain the structure of the template, based on their prediction of what element(s) the students feel are going to be most prevalent in the concert. The template is designed to be used for jot notes and point form and is a tool to help students format their final written product.
INDIVIDUALLY

· Students complete the template immediately after the concert, either during intermission or at the conclusion of the concert.

· Students share their opinions and thoughts with their peers in class. Questions from peers and the teacher might lead to additional observations and annotations on the template.

· Students write their newspaper article or concert review within one week of the concert. 
	

	Consolidation                                     Approximately  20 minutes
	

	· After all students have completed their reviews the class could discuss the challenge that newspaper critics face when critiquing a performance. Using a debate students argue the benefits and detriments of a newspaper review for both the performer and the audience. 
· The final newspaper article/concert review could also be presented orally in a simulated TV/radio news report. 
· All of the different concert reviews could be published in a newspaper format.
	


<sample hyperlinked information>

Minds On

Mix and mingle 

This strategy provides an opportunity for constructing understanding through productive talk. It also supports community building. In this strategy, students engage in brief paired discussions about a particular topic. Students may generate their own ideas to share on the topic, or the teacher may provide information to read aloud to a partner. Students speak to as many partners as they can in the allotted time. As students share, they build their understanding on the topic. See Think Literacy, Subject-specific Examples, English, Grades 7-9, pp 56-59

Action!

Anchor Chart  

An anchor chart is a strategy for capturing students’ voices and thinking. Anchor charts are co-constructed. By making students’ thinking visible and public, they “anchor”, or stabilize and scaffold classroom learning. Anchor charts should be developmentally appropriate and clearly focused, accessible, and organized.

Sample Questions

What can (or could) be accomplished when collaboration works?

What happens when the collaboration process doesn’t work? 

What things do you watch out for? 

What values do you have to have in order to be collaborative and at the same time be creative? What values do you have to have in order to be collaborative and at the same time creating quality work?

Consolidation
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