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Connections Beyond the Classroom 

	Title:  Writing a Public Service Announcement          
Lesson #2
	Grade 11 
AMI 3M, Instrumental 

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Real world connections with the community located around the school can be made with a Public Service announcement.  
It is critical to analyse and discuss why it is important to make these connections.


	1.  Why would we like to share our events, messages and music with our neighbours in our community?

2. How can we share information about our events?
3. Why must your announcement be brief and to the point?

4. How can you make the announcement “catchy” or have a “hook” for a listener?

5. Who will you contact to read/play your PSA?
6. Why is writing a PSA an important skill for you as a musician?



	Curriculum Expectations
	Learning Goals

	B4.  Connections beyond the classroom:  analyse opportunities and requirements for continued engagement in music;
B4.1 assess their interests, skills, and knowledge in relation to a variety of music-related careers; and 

B4.3 analyse opportunities for, and explain the 

benefits of, continuing involvement in music and other arts, including opportunities associated with private or public arts organizations.

 
	At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: 
I can:  
· communicate school arts events with our community through a Public Service Announcement;
· communicate, publicize and promote an arts event to local radio stations, cable TV or other local media.



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Some previous knowledge of recording voice is needed.
Knowledge of Garage Band or Finale to create an accompaniment track to the announcement.

Terminology

Public service announcement

Inverted pyramid principal


	Materials

BLM 1 Writing a PSA and the Creative Process 

BLM 2 Concept Attainment PSA


Teacher reference:

Public Service Announcements: As the name suggests, these are announcements aimed at the public. These often take place through radio or television vehicles, but can also be found in print. The goal of a PSA is to increase awareness of an issue at hand or a specific topic. They are used to educate and inform.

Every television, radio and newspaper outlet has policies governing PSAs. The organization issuing the PSA must be able to demonstrate that the information contained in the PSA is in the public interest. For example, a PSA could be used to promote a lecture series, an art or architecture exhibit or even a public book signing – as long as the events either raise money for a recognized charity or are non-profit. Most media outlets will run PSAs free of charge to support their public service commitment to their audience or community.

PSAs differ from news releases in that they are short, contain only the bare facts, and should be written , or recorded in a style that is broadcast ready. An announcer should be able to read the text as-is with little or no editing. A PSA should be no more than 30 seconds long.
When writing a PSA remember the ‘inverted pyramid’ principle: focus on the most important information at the beginning and leave information of lesser importance to the end. You would want to include the following information:

· What the event is

· When it is being held

· Location of the event

· Correct contact information including a name and phone number.

Teacher Tips for writing a 30 sec radio PSA
Recorded PSA’s  for MENC
Teacher Resource 1 Classroom Connections Checkbric





	Title:  Writing a PSA        
Lesson #2 
	Grade 11 
AMI3M, Instrumental 

	Minds On                                             Approximately 30 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Small Group Activity: Concept attainment exercise.

· Give students BLM 2 Concept Attainment PSA, a selection of Public Service announcements (“yes” examples and “no” examples).

· After examining the examples, have students brainstorm the criteria for a good PSA.

Whole Class Activity:

· Co-Construct with the class an anchor chart with the criteria for a good PSA announcement.

· Class discussion:  “Why is it important to communicate with the local community? “ Why and when can you use a PSA?
· Exit Card:  Why is a free PSA an important service that media provide for a community?

	Assessment for Learning (AfL):

Observation and feedback re: concept attainment exercise, class discussion, an exit card.

Co-creation of a list of criteria for a PSA.
Assessment as Learning AaL:

Co-creation of a list of criteria for a PSA.
Peer feedback of 
preliminary work.

Differentiation (DI)

Flexible grouping by 
interest:  Students can 
choose the event they 
would like to advertise 

or they can perform for 
community service hours.

Learning profiles:

Students interested in 
drama may be the 
students that do the 
readings.

Assessment of Learning:

Teacher Resource 1 Classroom Connections Checkbric – communication to community with a  PSA

Hyperlinks in the Lesson
Teacher Tips for writing a 30 sec radio PSA
Recorded PSA’s  for MENC
Teacher Resource 1 Classroom Connections Checkbric



BLM 1 writing a PSA and the creative process


	Action                                                   Approximately 60 minutes
	

	Small Group Activity:  Write a Public Service Announcement

· Divide students into groups to create a Public Service announcement for a music event in their school. Each group may be given a different event for an announcement to send to a local radio station.
OR
· Have students make an announcement  that they have a small instrumental combo available for performing at senior homes and hospitals as part of their community service hours.
OR
· Have students create a PSA for a community group in which they participate .

· Have the students work through the BLM 1 writing a PSA and the creative process for Public Service Announcements.

· Then invite students to present to the class by reading the announcement and timing it.  It should be no longer than 20 -30seconds. Have students receive feedback from peers and teacher.
· Have students then revise and refine the announcement and then record the announcement and add theme or accompaniment track.
· Use one of the Recorded PSA’s  for MENC  as an exemplar.


	

	Consolidation                    Approximately  30 minutes/ on-going
	

	· Have students present the finished PSA to the class.

· At an appropriate time during the year or semester:

have students  send the PSA to a local radio station or Cable TV station.  The PSA should also be accompanied by a cover letter explaining any additional background of the event and its significance to the community, audience and school. Students may also have the announcement read on the school PA at the time of the event.

OR
· Have students send the PSA to a senior's residence or hospital.  If contacted, the group or combo will go and perform.
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