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	Title:  Exploring  the Art of Cover Songs       Lesson #1
	Grade 11
AMI 3M, Instrumental

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	The elements of music can be manipulated to create different versions of the same song.  
The Critical Analysis Process can be used to compare and contrast original musical works with one or more cover versions of the same musical work.

	1. Can students identify why one version of a song sounds different than another? 
2. Can students identify how instrumentation, harmony, rhythm and other musical elements can be manipulated to change the sound and/or style of a song?  
3. Can students make critical and artistic judgements about the quality of a cover song?


	Curriculum Expectations
	Learning Goals

	Reflecting, Responding and Analysing

B1: The Critical Analysis Process: use The Critical Analysis Process when responding to, analyzing, reflecting on, and interpreting music;
B 1.1 listen to selections that represent a variety of musical styles and genres, and identify and reflect on their personal responses to them;
B2: Music and Society: demonstrate an understanding of how traditional, commercial, and art music reflect the society in which they were created and how they have affected other communities or cultures;
Foundations

C1 Theory and Terminology: demonstrate an understanding of music theory with respect to the elements and other components of music, and use appropriate terminology relating to them;
C1.2 demonstrate an understanding of the elements of music, particularly through practical application and aural recognition, and use appropriate terminology related to these elements;
C2 Characteristics and Development of Music:  demonstrate an understanding of the history of some musical forms  and of characteristics of types of music from around the world; and
C2.1 demonstrate an understanding of the origins and development of some musical forms.

	At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: 
I can:  
· hear the similarities and differences between two versions of the same song; 
· explain why I like or dislike a cover using musical language and critical analysis; and  
· make artistic decisions about how to manipulate the elements of music in order to change an existing song into my original version.
.



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
Ability to apply The Critical Analysis Process to the elements of music

Terminology

Cover song
	Materials

Graffitti Paper

CD Player

Selection of listening examples that include original songs and one or more cover versions.  Consider including songs from; “Cover the World” CD from Putumayo or “Playing for Change”

For other Ideas about cover songs, check the following lists;
Worst Cover Songs Ever
Best Cover Songs Ever
50 Greatest Cover Songs
Beatles Covers
Optional: Composition Software
Teacher Resource 1 Cover Songs Checklist



	Title:  Exploring the Art of Cover Songs                                             Lesson #1
	Grade 11
AMI 3M, Instrumental

	Minds On                                            Approximately 100 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Full Class > Listening > Think Pair Share 
Manipulating the elements of music to create different versions of a well known melody

· Play Twinkle Twinkle Little Star on the piano with variations (e.g.,  minor key, swung 8ths, with ornamentation, as a round).  In a Think-Pair-Share format ask the students to identify what was changed in each case.  
· Discuss how changing specific elements affects the feel of a piece.
Full Class > Graffiti
Creating an idea base for how to manipulate the elements of music themselves

· List the elements of music in the centre of each piece of graffiti paper.  
· Ask students to go to each sheet and list ideas for how that element could be manipulated (e.g., If the element is melody; invert, change tonality, etc.)
Full Class > Listening and Discussion > Venn Diagram
Listening to and analyzing original/cover song pairs

·  Play an original work without its cover version.  
· Ask students to suggest ideas for manipulating the elements of music in a way that would change or subtly alter the sound or style of the piece.  
· Play one or more companion covers to the original song and have the students create a list of the differences that they hear.  
· Did they hear any of their suggestions used in the cover version? 
· Use a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast two versions of the same song
Full Class > Brainstorm > Co-construct a Cover Song Rubric 
Asking students to critically analyze the success of a cover

·  As a class, listen to several more original/cover pairs and discuss their merits (e.g.,  What makes a good cover?  What makes a bad cover? Which elements of music work best when manipulated? Which do not?  What happens when the sex of the singer changes?) 
· As a class decide on the critical elements of a cover song.  Co-create a rubric that students can use to evaluate covers by professional musicians.  

	Assessment for Learning (AfL) Prior learning assessment, teacher, self- and peer- feedback, review of Critical Analysis Process
Assessment as 

Learning

(AaL)

Think-Pair-Share, 

Graffitti activity, 

descriptive 

feedback, Venn

Diagram, co-

constructing of

Rubric to evaluate 

Covers.  Project

Based Learning:

Create your own 

presentation 

checklist here.
Use 

Teacher Resource 1 Presentation Checklist or co-create one with

your class.
Differentiation (DI)

Provide choice; use 

instructional 

strategies to vary

pace and level of

student 

involvement; use 

extra time as 

necessary.  Provide 

technological 

supports for

presentation that 

facilitate student’s

individual needs  

(e.g., students can 

present lecture 

style, using Bristol 

board, or with a 

Powerpoint)
Quick Tip

Before co-creating 

the rubric, provide 

a wide variety of 

listening examples

that give a breadth

of exemplars (i.e., 

excellent,

satisfactory and

poor in quality).  

Remember that 

there is subjective

thinking involved

and students are to

form their own 

opinions and 

provide support for

those opinions.

Hyperlinks in the 

Lesson
“Cover the World”
“Playing for Change”
Worst Cover Songs Ever
Best Cover Songs Ever
50 Greatest Cover Songs
Beatles Covers
Think-Pair-Share
Graffiti
Venn Diagram
Oral Presentation Checklist
Teacher Resource 1 Cover Songs Checklist


	Action!                                                Approximately 300 minutes
	

	Small Group > Critical Analysis > Presentation

· In groups of 2-4, assign students an original musical work and companion cover.  (Option: Have students choose their own song)  Students will: 

· Research the song (What is the song’s history?  Who are the performers of both the original and cover?  What is the social or political context of the song?  Was one version more popular than the other?  Why do they think that was the case?)
· Use The Critical Analysis Process to Compare and Contrast. Ask students to compare and contrast the two in terms of the elements of music, lyrics etc. 
· Make an artistic judgement (Which version do they think works better? Use the class co-constructed rubric to evaluate the cover.)
· Prepare a presentation and present your findings to the class.  Refer to the Teacher Resource 1 Cover Songs Checklist for help or create your own here.

	

	Consolidation                                    Approximately 150 minutes
	

	Full Class > Listening

· Spend a class listening to multiple versions of the same song (e.g., “Hallelujah” by Leonard Cohen, “Route 66” by Bobby Troup, or “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” by Soloman Linda).  Study the history behind the song and discuss why it is so popular. 
Small Group or Individual > Create your Own Cover

· Have students take the featured cover song and create their ‘own’ version which they can then perform for the class.  
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