	Title:  Cover Tune Inquiry (Copyright)                         Lesson #1                                
	Grade 12

AMI 4M, Instrumental

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Realize the copyright obligations involved in making a recording of someone else’s music.

Demonstrate knowledge of the role of agencies such as SOCAN, the CMRRA, SODRAC, and AVLA, and recognize the need for such organizations.


	1. Can students outline the steps involved in obtaining the rights to record a composition by an artist of their choice?

2. Can students describe the appropriate organization to contact to use existing compositions for various purposes?
3. Can students articulate the need for organizations such as CMRRA and SOCAN?



	Curriculum Expectations
	Learning Goals

	Foundations

C3.  Conventions and Responsible Practices: demonstrate an understanding of conventions and responsible practices relating to music;
C3.3 demonstrate an understanding of ethical and legal practices with reference to both consumers and producers of music, with particular emphasis on copyright issues.
	At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: 
I can:  
· outline the steps involved in obtaining the rights to record a composition by an artist of my choice;
· describe the appropriate organization to contact to use existing compositions for various purposes;
· articulate the need for organizations such as CMRRA and SOCAN.


	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Internet and research skills

Terminology

Royalties

Mechanical License

Synchronization Rights

Copyright

Public Domain

Digital Definitions

	Materials

Computers with internet access

Students’ pen and paper

Chalk board or white board

Recording Equipment
Teacher Resource 1 CMRRA Mechanical Licensing Brochure



Websites:
CMRRA
CMRRA Affiliated Publisher List
SOCAN
SOCAN Application for License PDF Forms
SOCAN Tariffs and Application Forms
SODRAC
AVLA
Excerpt from Chris Taylors’ book R U Experienced? (an excellent summary of music publishing)
The Harry Fox Agency (U.S.)
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	Minds On                                              Approximately 20 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Class 

· Sight-read an arrangement of a popular song written for your classroom ensemble type.  

· Create a board list of existing popular (or other!) music the students feel would make great arrangements for their classroom instrumental ensemble. Possible Questions might be:
· Which pieces would work well?  Why or why not?

· If you wanted to make a class CD of original arrangements (cover songs) of some of these pieces who should be compensated? (Board list)

· How is the composer of each piece you choose to record compensated?  What amount do you feel would be fair?


	Assessment for Learning (Afl):

Check for students’ understanding of the terminology required to hold an effective discussion about music copyright regulations. 

Assessment as Learning

(AaL):

Students may examine their own uses of music and their adherence to copyright law in Canada. 

Differentiation (DI):

Students may work with partners throughout.

These activities may also be completed as a class or as a take home assignment.

Discussion topics may be replaced with written responses.

Quick Tip:

This assignment can be completed without internet access by printing copies of the Teacher Resource 1 CMRRA Mechanical Licensing Brochure



Link and Layer:

Link to career opportunities in the arts.
Link to a discussion of the relative merits of original compositions and their covers.
Link to research into public domain laws in Canada.
Hyperlinks in the Lesson

CMRRA
Teacher Resource 1 CMRRA Mechanical Licensing Brochure



CMRRA Affiliated Publisher List
SOCAN
SOCAN Application for License PDF Forms
SOCAN Tariffs and Application Forms
SODRAC
AVLA
Excerpt from Chris Taylors’ book R U Experienced? (an excellent summary of music publishing)
The Harry Fox Agency (U.S.)

	Action!                                                  Approximately 30 Minutes
	

	Individually

· Using the internet, have students search for the composer and publisher of a composition they feel would like to include on a proposed class CD.
· On the Canadian Musical Reproduction Rights Agency website (CMRRA), search your publisher to see if they are affiliated with the CMRRA (CMRRA Affiliated Publisher List).  If the CMRRA does not represent the publisher of your selected composition read the Teacher Resource 1 CMRRA Mechanical Licensing Brochure  to find out what to do in this circumstance and proceed.

· Have students print and complete the ‘application for mechanical license’ on page 10 of the Teacher Resource 1 CMRRA Mechanical Licensing Brochure assuming they will be pressing 1000 copies of your class CD.

	

	Consolidation                                      Approximately 75 minutes
	

	Whole Class Discussion

· Have students briefly report their findings to the class. Assuming that a typical CD can hold 74 minutes of music, what would the royalty costs per CD be? How does the amount the composer is compensated compare to the amount the class initially felt was fair? (15 minutes)
· As a class, brainstorm other situations (in addition to recording a cover song version) where a composer’s music or recording may be used and the composer compensated. (10 minutes) (many are listed on the SOCAN Tariffs and Application Forms web page)

· Assign pairs of students to research the appropriate method of obtaining permission to use a composition or recording for each particular purpose. Report the results to the class. (45 minutes)


	


PAGE  
2
Grade 12 University/College Instrumental Music AMI-4M

Cover Tune Inquiry Lesson 1

Ontario Music Educators’ Association www.omea.on.ca                                     

